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Thirty-sixth  Annual  Meeting  Pennsylvania 
State  Beekeepers'  Association 

HARRISBURG— JANUARY  18th,  1939 
ADDRESS  OP  WELCOME 
By  R.  H.  Bell,  Director,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
v>.r.i  o°J^^^!w"  "  ^^'^  distinct  honor  to  be  chosen  to  welcome  to  the 
Agncuuurai  aispiay.    Prom  the  very  beginning    vour  areanWafifXYT  y^^l 
first  SinTtr^'''  the  cuaUty  and  extent  of ' rc^nTrfbutton     ySS? 
first  participation  came  at  a  time  when  there  was  little  available  know 
n1«f  ^""^  "°*  'Si"'*l  ^  encourage  the  development  of  an  eUboratrdU-" 
t^L^nT""  P''°d"''t«-  nor  any  experience  to  make  it  ap^lfS^rthwWte 
to  arrange  a  program  of  meetings  for  the  benefit  of  your  memters   n,^ 
along  with  other  groups,  you  have  been  persistent  in  your  efforts  d^i^ 

InZfV^^  ''""'■"  ",",'?  *^^^^  "^^  rewKTA^  by  a  constantly  Jo^n^T 
^onse  from  your  fellow  members,  friends  and  the  public  in  MMrfi 

^iv  Sl'thl'lf™.  ^''"  K°".'  °'^'''  outstanding  a^^cultSra'dllpla^    not- 
only  of  this  country,  but  perhaps  of  the  world.  "^ofiiyo,  uoi, 

So,  as  you  meet  in  this  1939  convention,  you  can  lustlv  take  nrirt*.  in 
the  thought  that  the  splendid  opportunity  offered  here  to  thot^ndl  St 
our  people  to  gain  knowledge  In  reference  to  agriculture    S  Xtlv  ^ 

I  know  I  express  the  desire  of  the  Show  management  and  an  other 

m'^rtil^'^tS"'^"*^  T"?  '^''  ^^°'^'  "»»««  I  express  the  hope  that  ^  all 
may  take  the  greatest  possible  advantage  of  the  opportunities  you  wU 
have  durmg  the  period  of  this  year's  show.    Renewing  old  acqualntences 
swappmg  experiences,  visiting  the  various  displays^fting"  ideas 

™ff  "'■^'  ^^'i  ^^^^^  *"*^  ^^^''^■'  these  and  a  host  of  othlr  p^! 
sib  lities  are  what  make  this  show  worthwhile  and  constitute  the  ^e 
which  causes  one  to  return  year  after  year.  * 
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And,  while  I  am  on  my  feet  and  as  a  representative  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  permit  me  to  acknowledge  the  fine  co-operation 
your  organization,  its  members  and  beekeepers  in  general  have  given  to 
the  work  the  Department  has  been  doing  in  your  behalf.  Your  commit- 
tee has  been  regular  in  its  visits  to  the  Department  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  suggestions  and  making  known  the  wishes  of  our  beekeepers. 
And  although  it  has  not  always  been  possible  for  the  Department  to 
fully  meet  these  requests,  this  fact  has  not  adversely  affected  your  co- 
operation on  the  program  which  could  be  undertaken. 

At  the  same  time,  your  committee  has  constantly  maintained  and 
we  agree  with  them,  that  the  inspection  service  has  not  been  adequate 
to  effectively  cope  with  the  disease  situation.  I  am  quite  sure,  how- 
ever, there  is  nothing  which  will  be  of  greater  help  in  correcting  this 
situation  than  the  continued  efforts  of  the  Beekeepers  Association  and 
beekeepers  indivdually  in  calling  attention  of  those  in  authority  to  the 
importance  of  this  work.  There  apparently  is  a  rather  dismal  outlook 
for  the  beekeeeper,  unless  some  systematic  program  of  eliminating  dis- 
eased colonies  can  be  developed  and  actively  maintained  from  year  to 
year. 

I  therefore  take  pleasure  in  extending  greetings  and  hope  that  this 
may  be  the  most  profitable  convention  in  the  history  of  your  organiza- 
tion. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING 
The  group  was  called  to  order  at  9:30.    There  were  about  20  present. 
Invocation — ^President  Fleck. 

Address  of  Welcome— R.  H.  Bell,  Entomologist,  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

"Some  Satisfactions  Derived  from  Keeping  Bees"— Frederick  Hah- 
man,  Altoona,  Pa. 

I  started  keeping  bees  after  reading  an  advertisement  in  an  old 
periodical  called  the  "Gardeners  Monthly."  It  was  written  by  Albert  King 
of  New  York.  It  advertised  a  beekeeping  magazine  ^'Sweetness  going 
to  Waste."    I  answered  the  advertisement  to  get  a  sample  copy. 

I  knew  a  man  who  kept  bees.  He  was  a  German  and  kept  them 
in  modern  hives.  I  went  to  see  him  and  bought  a  hive  of  bees.  I  went 
after  them  in  a  wagon.  I  didn't  know  much  about  bees.  One  comb 
broke  down  by  the  time  I  returned  home.  I  had  enough  courage  to 
go  and  take  it  out.  I  took  a  house  brush  and  brushed  the  bees  from  the 
combs.  The  bees  behaved  pretty  well  with  the  first  stroke  but  I  got 
a  good  stinging.  I  repaired  the  comb,  but  I  didn't  like  to  tackle  the 
bees  after  that  experience. 

They  wintered  alright. 

I  read  some  of  the  best  bee  journals  published  at  that  time     Conse- 
quently the  next  year  I  plucked  up  courage  and  started  in  different 
after  I  found  out  how  to  handle  them.    This  was  in  Philadelphia     I 
started  them  in  a  modern  way.    I  read  all  the  journals  and  have  derived 
considerable  satisfaction  from  keeping  them. 

About  1882  we  started  the  Philadelphia  Beekeepers'  Association  It 
IS  still  m  operation,  but  of  the  people  who  started  it.  I  am  the  onlv  sur- 
vivmg  member.  ^ 

I  came  to  Altoona  20  years  ago.  I  have  been  keeping  bees  ever 
since.  I  try  all  the  new  things  that  come  along.  There  is  some  satis- 
faction in  the  fact  that  sometimes  we  hit  it  right  and  then  again  we 
maKe  a  laiiure  of  it.  -  ^^  a  • 

I    see  that  now  they  are  trying  the  dual  queen  system.    We  tried 
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that  out  40  or  45  years  ago.    It  didn't  work  though.    Now  they   know 
how  to  handle  a  great  many  things  in  a  different  way. 

We  didn't  have  package  bees  in  those  days.  However  we  learned 
to  put  the  weak  colonies  and  the  strong  ones  together  to  strengthen 
the  weak  ones  We  lost  a  few,  but  it  we  did  it  carefully  under  the  direc 
tion  of  Mr  Alexander  of  New  York,  we  were  pretty  successful.  That 
was  a  great  satisfaction,  building  strong  colonies  from  weak  ones 

«,««it  IJJ  *'il~  — . ^-^"^"v^xxi  re^xew  Dcc»  m  packages,     ii  any  bees  are 

weak  in  the  spring  we  can  give  them  bees  from  the  south.    There  is 
great  satisfaction  keeping  bees  that  way. 

A  certain  amount  of  love  is  given  to  bees.  I  know  that  I  could  never 
bring  niyself  around  to  killing  the  bees  for  disease  so  I  treated  them. 
I  have  been  pretty  successful  in  my  treatments. 

The  greatest  satisfaction  to  me  was  to  produce  comb  honey  Honev 
extract  never  appealed  to  me.  I  don't  know  why  but  to  produce  comb 
honey  successfully  was  something  I  enjoyed  very  much. 

y^^}  *T  *^1  ^"^^^l  "^^^^^'  every  invention  out  to  try  and  improve  my 
im  wpn  f r.r  ^t^t  ^^"^  successful  in  wintering  them.  I  like  to  put  them 
up  well  for  the  winter  so  they  are  strong  in  the  spring  I  never  boueht 
any  package  bees.  I  believe  in  packing  them  thoroughly,  with  heavy 
packing.  I  see  that  some  of  our  best  beekeepers  are  against  that.  They 
^VJm^  Pennsylvania.  They  live  somewhere  else  in  the  Northern 
States  where  they  have  deep  snows  to  protect  the  bees.  We  have  light 
^tn^'.^^'^nH^rf  '^^^  ^^^^^^^  following.  In  this  section  we  have  sevire 
of  ^king  n^essary  to  protect  the  bees  with  the  right  amount 

Xt  is  a  pleasant  p-^stime  to  watch  the  work  of  the  bees.  To  see  how 
the  queen  deposits  the  eggs  and  how  larva  grows.  How  they  grow  to 
maturity  and  how  they  work  after  that.    It  is  surprising  how  beeTk^ow 

S  work  of  Kre"""^  ""^"^^  ""^  ^^^  '''^''^^  ^"""^  ''^''^  ^^  supplies;  wonder- 

,^^,7^6rf  is  ^2^  of  satisfaction  derived  from  keeping  bees  even  if  you 
don't  make  a  financial  success  of  it. 


burg^P^a^  ^^  ^^^^^^  Inspection— Wm.  M.  Glebe.  Agriculturist.  Harris- 

'^y }^^^^^^^^^^^  disease  and  make  beekeeping  more  profitable  Funds 

^Ho^^f  K  ^  .l"^^"*^  "^^^^^  ^^^^y-  With  the  amount  of  money  appro- 
priated by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  allotted  to  inspection  work, 
It  is  insufficient  to  do  the  sort  of  work  in  the  state  that  should  be  done. 

This  year  we  had  eleven  men  in  the  field.  One  of  them  for  onlv 
two  weeks.  He  did  very  little  work,  covered  very  few  apiaries  The 
other  ten  were  on  part  time.  Four  came  on  in  May  and  worked  until 
September  15th.  I  personally  think  one  man  should  be  kept  on  after 
September  15  to  take  care  of  these  fellows  who  wish  to  move  their  bees 
There  are  people  who  haven't  had  their  colonies  inspected  and  mav 
want  to  go  south  with  a  yard  of  125  colonies  or  more.  We  had  that  hap- 
pen last  fall.  I  am  only  one  man.  have  only  one  pair  of  le^s  and  I 
can  t  get  over  this  whole  state— up  and  down  and  around— after  Sep- 
tember 15  to  take  care  of  men  who  want  to  go  south  for  the  winter. 

«T  "^f y  i^enerally  give  me  two  or  three  days'  notice  in  about  this  form 
I  want  to  go  down  south,"  "I  v/ant  to  go  to  Florida."  Some  say  come 
up  Sunday  morning  and  I  get  the  letter  on  Saturday.  You  can  see  that 
just  can  t  be  done.  One  or  two  men  should  be  kept  on  after  September 
15  to  take  charge  and  do  inspection  work  for  men  who  want  to  go  south 


I  want  to  give  you  a  report. 

REPORT 

General  Discussion— Led  by  E.  J.  Anderson 

One  member  reported  that  in  their  county  they  were  using  a  county 
map  to  mark  apiaries  so  it  would  be  easier  for  the  inspector  to  find  them. 
This  saves  time  and  helps  to  make  inspection  more  eflBcient. 

Mr.  Glebe  talked  to  beekeepers  reporting  their  neighbors  who  had 
American  Foulbrood  and  asked  beekeepers  not  to  write  in  and  say  some- 
thing about  neighbors  having  American  Foulbrood  but  not  to  mention 
their  name  and  not  to  stop  and  ask  them  to  go  along  to  find  the  place. 
Mr.  Glebe  said  that  if  the  beekeeper  were  big  enough  to  report  such  a 
situation  they  should  be  big  enough  to  assist  in  getting  rid  of  the  dis- 
ease. 

The  question  of  what  beekeepers  think  of  migratory  beekeeping  was 
brought  up,  also  how  and  when  to  treat  or  bum  for  A.  F.  B. 


''Management  and  Results  from  Package  Bees  for  Honey  Produc- 
tion"—Dr.  W.  E.  Dunham,  Extension  Specialist,  Ohio  State  University, 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

This  discussion  on  management  and  results  of  package  bees  will  be 
confined  mostly  to  data  we  have  in  Ohio. 


We  are  interested  in 
industry  in  the  south.  It 
the  north.  The  question 
south  reached  its  peak?" 
in  its  infancy,  and  I  look 
bees  are  concerned. 


watching  the  development  of  the  package  bee 
plays  an  important  part  in  honey  production  in 
might  be  asked,  "has  package  industry  in  the 
I  am  personally  in  doubt.  I  believe  it  is  still 
for  still  greater  development  as  far  as  package 


They  serve  very  economical  place  as  far  as  we  are  concerned  In 
honey  production.  There  are  five  uses  that  package  bees  can  be  put  to. 
We  usually  recommend  package  bees  for  increase  since  we  know  they 
start  out  clean  and  free  from  disease.  If  the  next  beekeeper  has  the 
right  type  of  equipment,  he  has  a  good  chance  of  success.  Beekeepers 
in  Ohio  are  using  package  bees  to  increase  commercial  outlay  during 
these  years  of  rather  stress  conditions.  I  think  that  it  shows  a  particu- 
larly healthy  condition  as  far  as  the  industry  is  concerned. 

We  u^se  package  bees  to  replace  winter  losses.  Usually  losses  can 
be  made  up  from  the  colonies  left  in  the  commercial  yards. 

We  have  heard  a  lot  about  package  bees  for  strengthening  weak 
colonies.  Examine  your  colonies  in  the  spring.  I  think  it  is  particularly 
important  to  get  into  those  colonies  as  early  as  possible.  If  you  let 
them  go  too  long  in  spring  before  examination,  it  may  be  too  late  to 
counteract  a  weak  condition.  The  addition  of  package  bees  puts  a  weak 
colony  m  ideal  shape.  We  seldom  have  trouble  as  far  as  queen  bee  is 
concerned. 

Our  fruit  men  are  not  using  package  bees  for  pollination.  We  look 
upon  package  bees  as  emergency  bees.  The  lack  of  brood  doesn't  give 
package  bees  a  chance  to  do  a  good  job. 

I  should  like  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  installing  package  bees  It 
is  important  to  get  package  bees  off  to  a  good  start.  I  think  a  majority 
of  us  install  them  in  late  afternoon  so  they  can  get  organized  An  im- 
portant thing  is  to  get  all  the  bees  gorged  with  sugar  syrup.  Just  gorge 
bees  m  an  old  colony  with  honey  then  they  have  a  quiet  temperament 
That  same  thing  holds  true  with  package  bees  when  they  are  well  fed 


™wf  ^^}  i"^^^  temperament  of  a  swarm.   You  can  put  them  almost 
anywhere  and  they  will  stay. 

There  is  also  the  question  of  whether  one  should  use  drawn  combs 
or  foundation  In  a  survey  during  the  last  three  years  we  have  many 
records  of  colonies  being  started  from  package  bees.  Most  of  them 
Zt^^  ^t  J^!^  ^""T  ^^^ndations.  More  people  used  old  combs  to  stari; 
^olo;^      tJ"  ^^'^?  ^^^  ^^""^^  ^"^  ^^^"^*'^'  however,  you  have  more  of  a 

ference  between  package  shaken  on  foundation  and  those  on  combs. 

One  runs  into  all  sorts  of  complications  from  one  season  to  another 
You  have  a  heavy  fall  honey  flow  which  is  strongly  in  favor  of  package 

f^f^;,  ?^Tf.  ^""'^"^  "P  °''  ^^"  ^°^^y  ^^  ^^^y  ^^^l  to  do  so  earUer^ome- 
Hoi^!  ^^^^u^^  '?  J^T  .^^^"cing  in  building  up  the  colonies.  It  also 
of  queens  wal^small  queens.    Here  we  found  in  survey  that  loss 

The  problem  of  replacing  queens  is  not  a  serious  one  but  if  they 
are  drone  laying  queens  it  is  a  problem.  In  a  survey  we  found  there  are 
not  2  per  cent,  of  drone  laying  queens.  I  have  looked  at  this  problem 
m  this  way.  and  perhaps  it  is  the  wrong  way.  If  you  get  a  queen  and 
build  your  colonies  up  and  produce  a  good  swarm,  I  asked,  "Hasn't  she 
done  her  task?"  I  believe  that  package  queens  stand  up  on  a  par  with 
others^  I  believe  that,  after  that  they  have  passed  one  season  we  should 
not  charge  up  their  loss  against  supersedure. 

Queens  lay  from  5  to  15  hundred  eggs  a  day.  You  can  see  how  much 
rood  she  must  have  to  lay  these  eggs  during  the  early  spring  period  A 
flow  of  pollen  and  honey  is  a  wonderful  help.  In  our  state  a  majority 
of  supersedure  took  place  20  or  21  days  after  bees  were  installed. 

We  have  a  spring  sometimes  when  it  is  almost  impossible  for  bees 
to  {gather  pollen.  Here  again  we  run  up  against  Mother  Nature.  We 
don  t  know  how  much  of  a  flow  we  are  going  to  get  as  far  as  the  deve- 
lopment of  a  package  is  concerned.  In  our  state  bees  are  installed  about 
the  15th  of  April.  About  the  middle  of  May  or  a  little  later  we  give  them 
a  second  story.  ® 

We  find  that  package  bees  don't  give  best  results  in  gathering  white 
clover  honey.  The  flow  comes  on  too  eariy.  In  the  Delta  area,  one  of 
the  largest  honey  producing  sections  in  the  state,  we  have  sweet  clover 
and  alfalfa.  In  this  section  package  bees  make  the  largest  surplus  and 
many  of  our  growers  use  them. 

I  would  say  in  summarizing,  as  far  as  production  is  concerned,  where 
you  have  a  sweet  clover  flow,  or  other  late  type  of  flow,  package  bees  are 
very  pood  if  not  better  than  wintered  colonies.  Some  of  our  growers 
l-iTl  off  their  colonies  in  the  fall  and  replace  them  in  the  spring  with 
package  bees.  Where  colonies  are  not  up  to  normal,  I  believe  they  can 
be  killed  off  and  replaced  profitably.  It  is  more  economical  in  the  long 
nm  to  replace  with  package  bees  as  a  wholesale  operation. 

In  closing  I  always  would  like  to  tell  a  big  story  and  tell  how  much 
some  colonies  produce.  I  am  citing  one  example,  to  show  how  success- 
ful package  bees  can  be.  A  man  put  in  150  three  pound  packages  He 
installed  them  from  April  14th  to  the  22d  and  his  total  production  this 
y-ar  was  270  pounds  per  colony.  That  is  the  largest  average  yield  that 
we  have  ever  known  in  Ohio.  I  would  say  that  the  average  surplus  was 
about  120  pounds.  That,  of  course,  isn't  such  a  big  figure.  Some  of  our 
package  yards  average  about  200—180  and  some  as  low  as  55  pounds  per 
colony.  A  lot  of  this  difference  goes  back  to  the  beekeeper.  Much  de- 
pends upon  how  efficiently  he  handles  the  bees. 

In  a  survey  we  found  that  a  majority  were  two  pound  packages.  I 
would  make  this  recommendation,  if  you  prefer  to  use  a  three  pound 
package,  install  two  pound  package  and  then  in  2  or  3  weeks  add  another 


pound.    They  will  give  you  better  results  that  way. 

Dr.  Dunham  answered  any  questions  beekeepers  had  to  ask. 

A  short  talk  was  given  by  Mr.  Babcock,  representative  of  the  A.  I. 
Root  Co. 


WEDNESDAY  AFTERNCX)N 

r       Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer—H.  M.  Snavely,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

A  want  to  call  to  your  attention  some  things  I  believe  this  associa- 
tion should  be  interested  in.  We  have  listed  22  counties,  19  of  which  are 
considered  to  be  actively  engaged  in  association  work.  That's  pretty 
good.  To  those  counties  that  were  not  active  I  sent  letters.  I  gave  them 
a  statement  of  the  standing  of  the  membership  of  the  association. 

Those  who  have  paid  within  the  last  three  years,  not  including  to- 
day, are  now  404  in  number.  There  are  228  in  arrears.  This  includes 
all  who  have  not  paid  since  1936.  That's  the  part  of  the  list  we  should 
like  to  bring  up  to  date. 

I  am  just  giving  you  these  facts  to  give  you  something  to  think 
about. 

Concerning  these  members  who  have  not  paid  since  1936  I  made  a 
list  and  classified  them  1936,  1937,  1938,  and  sent  lists  to  county  asso- 
ciations. I  got  a  rather  good  response.  Those  who  were  not  in  county 
associations  I  separated  from  those  who  were  and  sent  out  to  individual 
members.  Some  counties  had  only  12  members.  I  got  quite  a  favor- 
able response  from  those  cards. 

I  wish  you  would  carry  this  message  back  so  those  people  who  you 
know  don't  get  their  Pennsylvania  Beekeeper.  "If  you  are  not  getting 
your  Beekeeper  and  have  paid  your  dues  within  the  last  two  years,  drop 
a  Ime  to  the  secretary  and  an  effort  should  be  made  to  correct  the 
error.' 

It  seems  to  me  it  is  too  much  of  a  financial  burden  to  carry  on  the 
kept  on  was  to  correct  many  deficiencies  and  dissatisfactions  members 
mailmg  list  200  folks  for  two  or  three  years.  One  reason  why  they  were 
may  have  had,  and  we  hope  we  have  made  progress  along  that  line. 

Secretary's  report  was  heard  and  approved. 

Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer,  Penna.  State  Beekeepers'  Assn.— H 
M.  Snavely. 

Receipts  January  21,  1938  to  Dec.  31,  1938 

Miscellaneous  ^  203  04 

Adv.  in  Beekeeper 231  75 

For  subscription  to  Bee  Journals !!.!..!!........."!......"!...  6  50 

Dues  in  State  Association  ......*.       127  50 

Deposit  in  Savings  Account .........."!!!..!!!!.!!!!       185  56 

U.  S.  Government  Bonds  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!..  2,OOo!oO 

Miscellaneous  $  118  74    ^^'"^^^'^^ 

Subscriptions  to  Bee  Journals 26  50 

Stationery,  Postage,  Supplies,  etc ."        4731 

Salary  and  incidentals 60  80 

Penna.  Beekeeper   (I>rinting,  etc.)   "Z'"Z 257  25 

Paid  out  in  cash  telephone  calls  :. !"....*..         1.10 

Balance  in  Bank  Jan.  4,  1939 ^   ^li'TS 

Saving  Account ifti'^ 

U.  S.  Government  Bonds .*."'.'"*13!!!".7."'.;;!;!!!Z;!Z.*;;;i..    2,000  00 

$2,754.35 


< 


1 


«     ,   «  ,  Appended  report  as  of  January  17,  1939 

Bank  Balance  January  4,  1938 $    57  09 

Deposits  since  Jan.  4  to  Jan.  17 .*.".'.'.".'.'.Z.'.".'...'.*.'.7        16.75 

Paid  out  January  16,  1939  ^     '^\'^t 

*     71 89 
Total  Checidng  Account  Balance  Jan.  17,  1938  .  s     7189 

Unpaid  bills,  Printing  Jan.  Beekeeper .SZI'""'""ZI^     7a50 
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PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 
By  John  S.  Fleck,  Pittsburgh 

To  The  Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers'  Association: 

1090^?^*^"^^  ^^^  Annual  meeting  at  Harrisburg  January  19th  and  20th 
1938.  there  was  considerable  correspondence  between  your  President  and 
l1S'?o?'^;?;*r%''  ^^"ing  matters  of  the  Association  in  toe  a^Jang- 
ing  (or  Bond  on  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  having  accounts  of  former 

f^w!f  ™;^*^"''^'"!  ^■'i"'^'^  "^^"^  '°  '^«  incoming  Treasurer.  We  were  not 
^PPrPtpl  itiLT"'^*^  turnover  or  records  and  accounts  from  the  former 
Sactoi?  ""'■  '^"'^'^^  °^  membership  were  not  entirely 

Your  Secretary-Treasurer  worked   very  dilieentlv  to   Increajsp   thp 
membership  and  promote  the  Interest  of  the  AStlon  ^   *^^ 

T.o-iJ'S  jn^jor  project  of  the  year  was  the  Annual  Picnic  at  Delight 
Se^rs  «n^''';i-^'-f  ^"'■''^y;  ^""^1  ^0,  1938  where  about  four  hundred 
«^?^  fw     A      ^V^",**^  ''^^''  together  for  a  very  delightful  and  proflt- 

and  pl^asure'^oTallSS.''"'"'"  ""'  '^"^'^  °"*  "^  "^^  satisfaction 

motinrthf  i^^er^TofThf  S-e?pTr"  ^''*"^'  "'^  ^"^^'^""^  '"  '"•°- 

foofiT^lJ^^lu^  County  Association,  acting  as  host,  added  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  occasion  by  providing  refreshments  of  lemonade  and  cof- 
lee,  also  having  the  program  printed  on  a  card  which  was  distributed 
to  persons  attending. 

A  resolution  was  presented  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Trainer  having  to  do  with 
Research  and  extension  service.  After  remarks  from  a  number  of  per- 
sons present,  it  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  for  study  and  report 
at  our  Annual  business  session  at  Harrisburg  in  January  1939  The 
special  committee  was  appointed  and  held  a  meeting  in  Harrisburg 
Saturday,  November  12,  1938.  Conclusions  of  the  meeting  will  be  pre- 
sented at  our  regular  business  session. 

Inspection  and  eradication  of  Foul  Brood— 

^*  iT^^  ^^^^^  Association  and  County  Associations  as  well  as  all  in- 
dividual beekeepers  should  cooperate  with  the  Chief  Inspector  and  as- 
sist in  locating  and  eliminating  this  destructive  disease  which  takes  its 
heavy  toll  annually. 

With  a  co-operative  effort  on  the  part  of  beekeepers,  this  destruc- 
tive infection  can  be  very  materially  reduced,  and  the  interest  of  those 
engaged  m  the  industry  advanced,  thereby  carrying  out  the  objects  for 
which  our  Associations  were  formed. 
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We  should  have  a  State-wide  clean-up  of  foul  brood  in  a  given  period, 
say  four  or  five  years. 

Research  and  Extension: 

The  State  is  in  need  of  more  research  and  extension  work  in  bee- 
keeping. I  would  like  to  see  this  Association  favor  the  promotion  of  a 
research  Department  in  connection  with  State  College. 

Farm  Show  Exhibits: 

More  of  our  beekeepers  are  showing  an  interest  in  the  Farm  Show 

There  should  be  more  County  Association  exhibits.  It  is  the  best 
means  of  advertising  our  industry.  This  could  be  accomplished  by 
having  some  one  in  the  County  Association  take  an  active  interest  in 
promoting  the  Farm  Show. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  co-operated  with  us  in  the  work  of  the 
Association  during  the  year,  as  well  as  those  who  will  take  part  in  our 
meetings  during  these  two  days  at  Harrisburg. 


The  following  resolutions  were  presented  by  the  committee  and 
passed: 

Be  it  resolved: — 

That  the  Penna.  Beekeepers'  Association  express  to  the  Farm  Show 
Commission,  their  appreciation  for  the  use  of  a  meeting  room,  and  tor 
the  increased  space  allotted  for  the  display  of  Apiary  products. 
Be  it  resolved: — 

That  the  Penna.  Beekeepers'  Association  wish  to  convey  to  the  Dean 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  and  the  Director  of  Extension  School 
of  Agriculture,  our  appreciation  for  their  assistance  and  supervision  in 
handling  the  Apiary  products  display. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  also  express  our  appreciation  for  the 
valuable  work  done  in  the  interest  of  Beekeeping  by  the  extension 
apiarist,  Mr.  E.  J.  Anderson. 

Be  it  resolved: — 

That  the  association  and  the  Beekeeping  Fraternity  generally  has 
suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Richard  Barkley.  Mr.  Barkley 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  association.  He  wrote  the  correspon- 
dence course  in  beekeeping  still  in  use  in  our  State  College.  And  he 
was  an  outstanding  pioneer  in  the  work  of  using  bees  for  orchard  pol- 
lination. We  wish  to  express  our  sympathy  to  his  family  and  to  the 
New  Jersey  State  Beekeepers'  Association  whom  he  served  so  ably. 
Be  it  resolved: — 

That  the  Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers'  Association  express  to  Mr. 
Bell  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  our  appreciation  for  his  co-opera- 
tion and  his  fine  understanding  of  our  problems  and  needs.  This  co- 
operation has  been  reflected  in  the  fine  work  and  aid  that  we  have  re- 
ceived from  this  Department  through  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  Glebe. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  bring  to  the  attention  of  our  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture,  Mr.  John  Light,  the  need  for  continued  work  in  bee 
inspection,  and  ask  his  co-operation  and  aid  in  increasing  the  force  of 
inspectors  so  that  this  disease  may  be  eradicated  from  this  state. 
Be  it  resolved: — 

That  the  Pennsylvania  State  Beekeeping  Association  go  on  record 
as  being  in  favor  of  amending  our  bee  act  to  include  burning  of  colonies 
affected  with  A.  F.  B.,  on  discovery  by  a  qualified  inspector. 

Thos.  A.  Berkey 
C.  H.  Kohler 
Max  Miller 
Leonard  E.  Good 
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DOES  IT  PAY  TO  KEEP  BEES  IN  PENNA. 
A.  T.  Keil,  Mars,  Penna. 
Talk  given  at  Harrisburg  Meeting  January  20    1938 
I  would  say  there  are  three  things  that  enter  in  a  discussion  of 
this  subject  namely:— Pleasure— Profit— Necessity. 

Pleasure:— It  seems  human  beings  require  some  kind  of  a  hobby, 
!!S.1^^!?,!m 'JJf  l^ey,i^^t^  pleasure  out  of  doing.  I  have  often  wondered 
T",  ^-"-G  "^^  'i?'^^''  uuriiig  tne  time  tnat  one  cannot  enter  in  the  ac- 
t  ve  pursuits  of  life  or  have  something  to  occupy  the  mind..  Take  an 
elderly  man  who  cannot  move  around  much,  but  who,  no  doubt    you 

l^lt.  ""  fi^^JJ'l  ^u"*  ^''''''^  ''"°*'^"^  ^  PiP^'  w^t  enjoyment  he  ^ms 
to  get  wouldnt  it  be  a  pity  just  see  him  sitting  doing  nothing?  As  for 
me,  I  do  not  smoke  so  will  have  to  get  enjoyment  and  contentment  some 
f^,l^T^  in  my  declining  days.  In  my  younger  years  at  keeping  bees 
I  would  watch  the  bees  for  hours  come  out  of  the  hive  and  re-enter 
H^L''^"S'^  colors  of  pollen.  In  later  years,  reading  magazines  and 
books  on  Bees  has  been  my  pastime.  Experimenting  with  various  oper- 
ations has  been  another  pastime.  I  have  had  much  pleasure  trying  to 
get  at  their  secrets  and  make  them  do  what  I  want  them  to  do.  I  feel 
there  will  be  much  pleasure  for  me  in  my  declining  years  talking  over 
and  watching  the  Busy  Bee.  b  j      o  .a     ng  uvci 

™e  small  cost  of  new  queens  these  days  and  the  ease  of  introduc- 
tion there  should  not  be  any  large  amount  of  i5ain  from  stings.  We 
should  consider  the  small  amount  of  pain  they  cause  us  overpaid  by  the 
possibility  of  their  preventing  rheumatism  or  arithitis,  and  for  these 
reasons  would  say  there  is  pleasure  in  keeping  bees. 

Profit:— This  will  depend  on  the  location  and  year.  There  are  only 
about  two  beekeepers  in  Penna.  who  evidently  have  made  a  living  plus 
on  doing  nothing  but  keeping  bees.  The  bees  have  kept  them  and  the 
one  with  the  largest  number  of  colonies  is  going  in  for  fruit  to  help  out, 
so  I  would  say  while  there  is  no  doubt  of  profit  in  keeping  bees  in  Penna 
yet  would  not  advise  anyone  to  depend  on  the  profit  alone  for  a  living  A 
reasonable  amount  of  money  laid  up  for  the  much  talked  of.  Rainy 
Day,  IS  a  big  satisfaction  if  anyone  advises  you  of  the  big  profits  in  honey 
production  alone.  Just  ask  them  why  they  do  not  go  into  the  business 
of  keeping  bees  exclusively  themselves. 

Necessity:— Do  not  believe  there  is  a  fruit,  berry,  clover,  etc  grower 
who  will  say  he  does  not  need  bees  to  do  the  pollinating,  as  bees  ane 
worth  their  weight  in  gold  for  this  purpose,  especially  for  the  larger  ' 
fruit  orchards.  Of  course,  if  you  only  have  a  few  fruit  trees,  the  wild 
or  neighbor  bees  may  take  care  of  them.  I  have  heard  it  claimed  that 
there  are  more  beekeepers  in  Penna.  than  any  other  state,  which  from 
my  travels,  I  would  say  is  correct,  but  that  does  not  say  there  are  more 
colonies  of  bees,  or  more  honey  secured  from  them,  as  a  lot  of  our  bee- 
keepers only  have  one  or  two  colonies. 

In  conclusion,  would  say  that  while  I  do  not  believe  it  pays 
to  do  nothing  but  keep  bees  in  Penna.,  yet  it  does  pay  when  combined 
with  some  other  paying  business  or  from  necessity  for  pollination. 

I  was  at  the  Hort.  Meeting  Tuesday  afternoon  and  heard  quite  a 
talk  on  the  sale  of  cull  apples,  and  which  brought  to  mind  the  sale  of 
cull  honey  that  is  being  sold  throughout  the  state,  unclean  sections, 
tome  crystalized,  working  and  running  down  over  the  cappings,  etc. 
sure  does  not  look  appetizing,  and  at  the  price  some  is  sold  they  would 
get  as  much  for  it  if  it  were  extracted  and  sold. 


A  FEW  REMARKS 
By  Frederick  Rahman 

September  was  a  month  of  frequent  rainy  spells.    The  winter  food 
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supplies  on  the  hives  dwindled  to  such  an  extent  as  to  give  some  ap- 
prehension, as  well  as  visions  of  sugar  feeding,  however,  the  month  of 
October  with  its  warm  sunshiny  days,  with  its  wealth  of  aster  bloom 
came  to  the  rescue.  When  the  frosts  arrived  in  November,  the  hives 
were  heavy  with  aster  honey  crop,  thoroughly  ripened,  into  good  win- 
ter food,  and  all  was  well. 

Winter's  snow  and  cold  days  arrived  earlier,  with  greater  persistence 
than  is  customary.    It  is  comforting  to  know  that  the  bees  are  packed 


^^^i.,  A.,-,.-      «.  1  -   ^A 


c»«varj  01AU5  aiiKA  wax  ill,  lu  witiiataiiu  tiie  Wintry  Dia&tb 


Now  as  the  year  comes  to  a  close  we  can  look  back  to  review  our 
successes  and  failures  for  we  have  had  some  of  the  latter,  no  matter 
how  well  we  may  have  planned,  last  spring  to  avoid  mistakes. 

The  honey  crop  was  a  medium  one,  less  than  we  had  hoped  for, 
and  expected  from  the  promising  way  the  spring  flow  opened. 

In  the  production  of  comb  honey,  we  had  too  many  partly  fllled  sec- 
tions on  hand  when  the  flow  of  nectar  waned  in  July.  The  fine  heavily 
fllled  sections  we  took  off  early,  did  not  continue,  and  many  of  the  later 
ones  were  lighter  in  weight  than  was  to  our  liking. 

The  section  honey  is  real  light  in  color  and  fine  in  fiavor,  but  much 
of  the  cappings  were  not  of  that  snowy  whiteness  so  captivating  to  the 
discriminating  buyer. 

The  extracted  honey  we  have  produced  is  dark.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  extracted  honey  has  been  crowding  comb  honey  in  sales,  we  used 
more  colonies  for  extracting  than  in  former  years,  but  we  are  disap- 
pointed that  our  extracted  honey  is  not  light  in  color  as  is  our  comb 
honey. 

No  matter  how  much  is  written  about  the  merits  of  dark  honey, 
the  honey-minded  buyer  will  prefer  the  light  colored  article,  of  course. 
Buckwheat  honey  is  an  exception,  but  we  have  no  buckwheat  honey  here. 

There  would  seem  to  be  but  one  remedy,  that  is  to  extract  the  honey 
about  the  time  we  take  off  the  last  sections.  At  that  time  we  would 
have  amber  colored  honey.  However,  it  will  not  be  ripened  sufficiently 
to  be  a  marketable  product,  and  besides  may  become  an  unsalable  one, 
due  to  fermentation. 

I  have  in  mind,  some  of  the  writings  of  the  late  Mr.  E.  W.  Alexander. 
He  extracted  honey  unripe  and  ripened  the  same  out  of  the  hive.  What 
he  did  with  buckwheat  honey  perhaps  can  be  accomplished  with  our 
clover  honey.  I  have  a  copy  of  his  writings.  If  i  live  through  another 
season,  will  give  such  a  trial  on  a  small  scale,  to  find  out  if  we  can  save 
that  light  colored  crop  before  the  bees  can  augment  it  with  the  follow- 
ing dark  supply,  for  it  requires  but  a  minor  flow  of  dark  nectar  to  darken 
the  entire  crop.  That  dark  flow  follows  closely  here  on  the  cessation  of 
the  light  yield. 

As  we  look  back  over  the  past  year,  some  of  us  may  not  be  richer 
in  pocket,  a  most  desirable  factor,  but  all  of  us  are  richer  in  experience, 
and  can  look  forward  to  the  New  Year  with  renewed  vigor,  hope  and 
optimism,  to  do  better  with,  and  by  our  bees,  to  get  ready  for  the  big- 
gest crop  ever,  to  harvest  the  finest  kind  of  honey,  and  reap  a  compen- 
sating reward  for  our  labor. 

Wishing  all  of  our  beekeepers  a  Happy  and  Prosperous  NEW  YEAR. 


NOTES  PROM  THE  SECRETARY— H.  M.  Snavely 

The  secretary  has  been  trying  to  bring  the  membership  files  up- 
to-date  during  the  past  year,  and  we  believe  a  number  of  errors  have 
been  corrected  where  beekeepers  failed  to  receive  regular  copies  of  the 
Penna.  Beekeeper.  However,  there  may  still  be  some  failures.  If  you 
find  that  the  address  on  your  copy  is  not  correct  we  will  appreciate  it 
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Hn''°wr*}!  '^^  ^  ^  "''^  ""^^^  y<*"'  <'0'''"«'=t  address;  a  postal  card  will 

the  B^lkeeJer"  H  ^ou^'f .*»  T„ ''"  'T'^'^  '''"'  ^^«  ent'ltled  tTi^Jive 

you  s^h'oShWyoracc"^^;^^^^^^^^  if^ou  aTp^ldr  wltTt^ ff 
associafion  Hiip<i     w^  ^^v,'^  1  ^        ^®  P^^^  ^P  with  the  state 

TumU  somewtoe     '  ^^ '  """^^  *"^°""  ^  "''^  '^"*'  ^^^  ^«  •""«»  set 

f3-/i fj*^.  •'^.""f'T'  meeting  In  Harrlsburg  attention  was  called  tn  the 

f^of  «  oo\o  triTt^?!  ^ounty  Associations  have  not  paid  the  annual 

oftheC^Ut^^L^^^i.^'^}^^'°'^-  ^'  ^^^  ^^"'^'^  t°  "-ePrtnt  that  part 
oLi«l  *  ;!:  "°"  ^^"'**  ^^^^'■s  ^  membership.  This,  of  course  is  in 
addition  to  the  special  rate  of  membership  dues  of  50  cents  dm^  mem 

tow^  2  ■  t^Jl^f  ^^'  Membership,  of  the  Constitution  reads  as  fol- 
lows.    2.    Any  local  or  county  Beekeepers'  Association  in  thP  QtVtA  Af 

o;re'Sr%K>'trtr  ^"""f*^*^  ^"^^  t^^^J^^U^'on  Ty^enl 
each^  vear  wh  rh  ch»,?  ^^tf^^r^^^^  on  or  before  the  annual  meeting  in 
IxecutWe  committee     '"*'"'  '""^  ^''^  Association  one  member  on^he 

state^SilfS^wr'  '[^''^""y,  organized  and  have  come  into  the 
fr^^  anv  oonntv     t^^  welcome  all  of  these  as  weU  as  new  membera 

rrhr^rtSfnex^pirinrm^X':"'  ^°^"'-  ^"^^^^  '^^  '^^^ 

Txr^  ^^^^1^  *^?  ^^^^  ^^"®  ^°^  information  concerning  the  summer  oicnic 
^d  «7  f^^"^"?,.^"d  l?^i^?  ahead,  but  nothing  definite  can  b^  announ-' 
ced^  at  this  wntmg.     Thanks  to  all  for  splendid  co-operation-Secre- 


REVIEW  OF  THE  SlEASON 

By  Edwin  J.  Anderson 

The  recent  cold  weather  in  March  has  retarded  the  development  of 
the  bees  so  that  many  colonies  have  less  brood  than  in  February  it  is 
interestmg  to  note  the  apparent  effect  of  a  cold  period  and  the  way  the 
bees  seem  to  be  able  to  anticipate  such  a  condition,  if  brood  rearing 
drops  off  rapidly  it  is  generally  a  sign  that  cold  weather  is  ahead. 

ui  ^^^*?^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  very  low  to  the  present  time  but  consider- 
able feeding  will  have  to  be  done  to  prevent  losses  during  late  spring 
Bees  are  not  as  strong  as  they  were  last  spring  at  this  time.  They  still 
have  plenty  of  time,  however,  to  build  up  before  the  honey  flow  begins 
Reports  also  indicate  that  the  bees  are  not  gathering  pollen  as  earlv 
as  they  did  last  year. 

Market  conditions  remain  good  with  honey  moving  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.     Prices  have  been  depressed  in  some  areas  especially  where 
large  quantities  of  honey  were  shipped  into  the  State  from  neighboring 
states.    Comb  honey  is  being  offered  in  stores  in  western  counties  a^  low 
as  10  cents  a  section.    These  sections  are  generally  poorly  cleaned  and 
carelessly  wrapped  with  cellophane.    They  do  not  present  an  appetizing 
appearance  but  do  have  some  effect  upon  the  price  of  No.  1  or  Fancy 
sections.    In  some  instances  they  are  heavy  and  well  filled  but  are  mixed 
with  fall  honey  so  they  are  partly  crystallized.    Prices  as  low  as  10  cents 
leave  very  little  for  the  beekeeper  who  must  buy  the  section,  foundations 
and  cellophane.    Allowing  2  cents  for  the  materials,  2  cents  for  the  store 
and  1  cent  transportation,  the  beekeeper  gets  only  5  cents  a  section  for 
labor,  depreciation,  etc.    This  certainly  does  not  seem  to  be  enough  for 
the  beekeeper  and  one  must  wonder  how  such  a  situation  can  exist. 
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CUMBERLAND  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  H.  M.  Snavely 

Cumberland  County  Association  held  their  annual  meeting  Febru- 
ary 24th  in  the  office  of  the  County  Agent.  We  had  a  very  interesting 
program  arranged  by  the  beekeepers  association  and  with  the  help  of 
the  Agricultural  Extension  Dept.  of  State  College.  There  were  more 
than  forty  present  throughout  the  day.  A  number  of  new  members 
were  received  in  both  the  county  and  state  organizations.  The  officers 
for  the  county  for  1939  are:  F.  W.  Boidossei-.  Carlisle,  President;  Char- 
les Shaeffer,  Grantham,  Vice-President,  and  the  writer,  Sec.-Treas.  Mr. 
E.  J.  Anflerson,  Extension  Apiarist,  State  College,  gave  helpful  addresses 
at  both  sessions  and  also  showed  a  reel  of  motion  pictures  of  his  own 
taking.  In  the  evening  the  4-H  Club  members  were  present  and  sev- 
eral new  members  were  added.  The  Club  had  their  first  meeting  March 
23d  with  twelve  members  present.  The  county  association  contributed 
$5.00  to  the  American  Honey  Institute.  There  were  beekeepers  present 
from  three  adjoining  counties.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  May  17th, 
and  during  the  summer  we  plan  to  hold  a  county  picnic. 

Bees  in  this  section  of  the  state  are  coming  through  the  winter 
in  good  shape  where  plenty  of  food  is  in  store.  At  this  writing  the  bee§ 
are  busy  carrying  pollen  from  pussy-willow  and  other  early  sources.  We 
have  had  good  rains  and  the  season  looks  favorable  to  a  good  honey 
crop.  The  market  for  honey  is  about  steady.  Some  roadside  markets 
are  openmg  up  for  the  spring  and  summer  trade  which  should  speed  up 
some  sales.    The  price  remains  about  the  same. 

There  will  be  quite  a  few  package  bees  installed  again  this  spring 
Some  for  poUenation,  but  most  of  them  for  honey  production  In  this 
section  we  usually  get  the  packages  around  the  tenth  of  April 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Leonard  E.  Good 

Luzerne  County  Beekeepers'  Association  held  its  initial  annual  ban- 
quet m  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Mountain  Top,  Pa  The  turkey 
dmner,  served  by  the  Ladies  Auxiliary,  was  enjoyed  by  all  Ten  of  the 
forty-seven,  who  attended,  came  from  outside  the  county.  Rev  H  M 
Snavely.  Secretary  of  the  State  Beekeepers'  Association,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  His  topic:  "Honey,  from  the  Hive  to  the  Table"  proved  in- 
terestmg  and  instructive.  He  gave  advice  that  was  practical  and  which 
can  also  help  to  solve  our  marketing  problem  in  Luzerne  County  Mr 
^^  Anderson  brought  us  some  timely  suggestions.  Following  the  din- 
ner he  showed  moving  pictures  that  he  had  taken  in  various  apiaries 
during  the  past  summer. 

i  *  ^^:  ^'  R:  Hutchinson,  Luzerne  County  Farm  Agent,  expressed  his 
interest  m  the  beekeepers  program.  He  expressed  a  desire  to  see  over 
a  hundred  members  in  our  association.  Mr.  J.  Henry  Poole,  Chairman  of 
Luzerne  County  Republican  Committee,  spoke  briefly  of  the  value 
of  an  association  and  the  services  it  can  render.    He  was  happy  to  learn 

L  ?^^  ^^^^  ^^^"*  ^^^  ^^^  *^^  "^^^y  ^^^  varied  uses  of  honey  Dr 
^'  S  I?  '  Dentist  of  Allentown,  Pa„  commented  on  our  county  exhibit 
trJo  fv^^^^Tv,.^^^]^  last  January  and  the  progress  of  our  Association. 
More  than  this  his  chief  mterest  was  in  honey  and  its  value  ps  a  fooi 
Mr  Leonard  E.  Good,  secretary- treasurer,  gave  a  summary  of  the  growth 
and  the  work  of  this  organization,  a  treasury  report,  and  a  tentative 
committee  agrees  to  hold  the  Summer  meeting  in  Luzerne  County  our 
kI??'*?"' /*''''  the  coming  year,  which  included  county  meetings  to  be 
held  in  May,  July,  November  and  December,  if  the  State  executive 
plans  will  be  formulated  at  the  next  meeting,  included  in  the™rm 
is  preparation  for  our  exhibits  at  the  Farm  Show  next  January  and 
attendance  at  the  Annual  State  Association  meeting.  To  wind  ui)  the 
year  s  program,  a  bigger  and  better  banquet  will  be  held  next  winter 

nnii  J,f  ^°a^  ^^^?^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  *^  ^^  regarding  the  honey  market  in  our 
county.    Several  producers  find  sales  rather  slow;  others  report  being 
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sold  out  and  unable  to  supply  the  demand.    But  I  do  believe  the  nrices 

?haTw^s"taken'bf fh.*°«l^?  f'^T  f  ^  ^^^""  "^^  ^^^  efforts'and  fcUon 
inat  was  taken  by  the  association  last  autumn 

Because  the  bees  have  too  little  food  to' supply  their  earlv  sorlne 
demands,  I  think  they  are  going  to  holler  louder  than  some  oT^ur  honef 
salesmen  have.  On  March  12,  I  received  a  report  of  o^ditiorw  in  onP 
yard.  Of  the  twelve  colonies  in  this  yard  onlyT^ee  h^  eniu^h  honey 
to  safely  carry  them  through  March.  What  will  haniw>p  f^  °"^e-  """^= 
II  measures  are  not  taken  to  feed  them  through  the''cominK"criticarX 
rw^ivr."nV'  *^^  ^^"'l^Uon  and  other  spring  flolers  comeCt?    All  of  t^ 

aUve  OnlTone  Of  thTt^f  """f  ^'"^  '''''^''^-  ^he  queens  were  al! 
lii,!  ^Jj  ^  1  °^  ^^  twelve  colonies  was  in  a  weak  condition  I  be- 
lieve this  report  is  going  to  be  representative  of  conditions  throughout 
our  county  the  next  few  weeks.  It  is  very  necessai^  esMcMv  elrtv 
sSnTSes    ^'*'''  °"'  '^"^  ^"'^  ^"PP'y  "^  •»  ordeT'to ll^event^eavi; 


Uncle  Isam  say  "da  sho  is  gwine  be  lots  o  honey  dis  yea  dem  bees 
done  start  brung  it  in  on  dea  laigs."  • 

0 

Bethleham,  Pa., 

Mr.  Harry  W.  Beaver.  "^'"^^''^  "'  ''^^- 

Troy,  Penna., 
Dear  Mr.  Beaver: 

In  the  January  issue  of  the  Penna.  Beekeeper  an  article  anneared 

LVlrt'hel  ""*!?f  T^'*  ^^  P"""^*^^^  ^"  *h«  Allentown  Cli^onfcrrast 
laii.  At  the  time  of  its  appearance  in  the  Chronicle  I  did  not  consider 

the  matter  important  enough  to  correct  the  mistakes  which  sllS  in 

perhaps  through  the  misunderstanding  at  the  time  of  the  iKlew 

with  the  news  reporter.    But  now  since  the  article,  has  been  publilhed 

Sou^lt  ftT;nv!f '^rf  •  ^^"^  ^^°''  "  ""^y  ^^i«  appear  elewherei 
tha^^hP  «,^i.T/  '*"*''  *'J  '=^"  '^5'  beekeeper  friends'  attention  to  the  f^t 

On  acconnt  oi  th^  "**  fT^^l  ?^*^<*  ^«  "  "^^  ^Iven  to  the  reporter 
On  account  of  these  mistakes  I  don't  wish  any  of  the  readers  tomis- 
judge  the  meaning  of  the  article.    It  would  be  too  tedious  to  take  ^ch 

Trtlde.  opinions  may  have  been  formed  by  the  readers  of  the 

vi^o^t\ltf^l'°\-^u^  M?^^  f^,?"'**  ^  *^^  "eht  type.  I  meant  the 
vigorous,  hot  type,  which  will  not  hesitate  to  function  at  the  given  mo- 

"I  emphasize  that  an  ordinary  bee  is  not  only  ineffective  but  hiffhiw 

S^f^r/xnl^n^r '^r ^  '^^  "^"^  ^  ^^^^^^^^'  ^"'  ^^"^  ^iS  dang^'er'^^^^ 
n^Jin  1-,^  ^  i^^T  ^"^  "^^  meamng,  I  wish  to  recaU  a  case  which  ap- 
peared in  our  local  papers.    The  article  says: 

"Russell  Zimmerman,  14.  of  209  Gay  Street,  Tamaqua    died  in  the 

Sfi  of'a^^e'.''^'^''^'  ^^  ^^P^-  ^''«'  ''^"^  ^^^  infection  ckuid  by  the 

We  have  discussed  the  above  case  with  Dr.  S.  A.  Siklos,  an  Allen- 
town  physician,  and  we  both  agreed  that  the  sting  itself  did  not  kill 
the  chap    because  the  bee  sting  is  always  sterile,  even  antiseptic     As 

y^^l.rJj'-^^^^^^  ^*^*^^  ^^  ^^^  comments.  (I  myself  never  denied  this 
fact).  Ilie  infection  which  followed  the  sting  may  have  been  carried  there 
either  by  dirty  finger  nails  or  the  bee  itself.  The  bees  perhaps  had  been 
working  on  some  type  of  poisonous  flower,  or  may  have  been  a  water 
carrier,  and  landed  by  the  stream  on  a  dead  frog  or  other  dead  animals 
body,  or  may  have  gotten  the  water  from  a  pig  stye,  where  germs  are  al- 
ways plentiful.  All  the  boy  had  to  do  was  rub  the  inflammed  spot  to  make 
contact  for  infection.  Therefore  I  do  not  ridicule  the  effect  of  an  or- 
dinary bee  sting.  I  simply  state  that  it  is  highly  dangerous  for  the  cure 
Of  rheumatism,  arthritis,  etc.,  because  it  can  easily  develop  into  a  ser- 
ious incident.  ^  a, 
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*    aT^  observation  of  the  bees  I  use  for  medical  purposes  is  not  limited 
i*x.,^^  definitely,  but  I  keep  them  under  observation  all  the  time 
and  their  condition  is  seriously  considered  before  they  are  turned  over 
for  medical  purposes. 

The  mention  of  the  case  where  a  patient  received  45  stings  in  two 
months  is  incorrect.  The  fact  is  that  he  received  50  stings  at  each  sit- 
tmg  and  about  1500  stings  during  the  period  of  treatment.  Such  a  high 
number  of  stings  can  seldom  be  administered  to  a  patient     Therefore 

^i^l'Tu ^^^'p'"*^  K*iv/w  uenxutciy  tne  pawent  s  conaition  and  deter- 

?^^  1,^p%"o^?^1^^  ""^  stings  the  patient  should  receive  at  each  sitting. 
TTie  use  of  alcohol  on  the  affected  part  before  applying  the  stine  is  not 
advisable,  because  it  neutralizes  the^enom  and  ma^s^t  ineifecU^^^ 

th«t^?hi^LT?"'i"^^  ^-  ®^^''^''  ^^^^^^  "We  do  not  believe  that  anything 

vRnn^^'n^.r^f  ^^^""^  T  ^^^^  ^^"  ""^^^  ^^^  Impression  that  the  bee 
fttiP^p^^^^?''*^  "^^^^  ^^™^^  ^^^^-    Recently  it  ha^  been  proven  by  care- 
of  formTn  ni^^P?J;i"'^''*^*^^*  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^^s  not  contain  even  a  trace 
Bprk^.    'T,l  t;     ^More  information  may  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Bodog  F 
Becks,    Bee  Venom  Therapy,"  page  37). 

As  we  have  found  that  bee  venom  does  not  contain  formic  acid  in 
the  future  we  may  find  that  the  food  the  bee  feeds  on  has  something: 
to  do  with  its  venom. 

In  my  personal  experiences,  in  which  I  use  bees  practically  every 
day  of  the  year,  I  have  found  that  the  venom  varies  according  to  the 
variety  of  food  the  bees  feed  on. 

\}^^^  }^J^^  t^^  ^^y  w^®^  authorized  courses  will  be  able  to  give 
us  reliable  information  as  to  what  relation  the  food  has  to  the  venom 
as  our  aim  in  general  is  to  learn  and  know  more  in  Bee  Culture. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  Mr.  Beaver  for  your  kind  attention  in  regard 
to  the  article.  Enclosed  you  will  find  one  doUar  for  my  membership 
and  subscription  for  the  year  of  1939. 

Beekeepingly  yours, 

William  M.  Bamak. 


The  Legislative  Committee  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Har- 
risburg,  met  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Hon.  John  H  Lieht  in  hi*, 
office  Friday  afternoon,  March  31.  The  Committee  was  very  cordiallv 
received,  and  after  the  exchange  of  views  and  discussions  at  some  length 
the  Secretary  assured  us  that  he  will  do  his  utmost  to  increase  the  force 
of  inspectors  for  this  year.  However,  it  was  pointed  out  tha?  there  are 
handicaps  which  come  about  in  the  revision  of  the  budget    and  that 

t'ws '^ear^'^'J^e^^^^^^  ^"^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^'  reach  the  maximum 

this  year.    There  was  frank  discussion  on  the  question  and  the  commit- 

them  ^l^oTb^^^^^^^  ?'  '"f  ^'"'^""^  and\ourteous  attitudeZw^^ 

tnem,  both  by  Mr.  Light,  Secretary,  as  well  as  Mr.  Hagar  Deputv  Sec- 
retary. We  were  invited  to  come  in  at  any  time  and  talk  over  the  nroblt^s 
of  our  industry  which,  pertain  to  the  field  of  inspection  witKa^^^^^^^ 
ance  that  we  will  be  given  fair  consideration. 

Those  present  of  the  committee,  were-     Mr    Reuqtlp    wprr    Tar-^orv. 

wich^L  °^  ^L^  discharge  from  the  hospital  on  that  day  (Here^ 
rnl^fthe'^on/eS.""'"''^-    ""'■  ^"  ^""^  ^^-  ^^^  were'alsfp'eV' 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  Snavely,  Secretary 
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tn  4?Jf«S!^^T^.'''?  Of  the  bees  I  use  for  medical  purposes  is  not  limited 
o?,H  fvT^^  definitely,  but  I  keep  them  under  observation  all  the  time 
and  their  condition  is  seriously  considered  before  they  are  turned  over 
lor  medical  purposes. 

The  mention  of  the  case  where  a  patient  received  45  stings  in  two 
months  is  incorrect.    The  fact  is  that  he  received  50  stings  at  each  sit- 

r^^^u  ^  !^^  ^^°°  ^^'^^^  ^^''^^^  ^^^  P^^i^  of  treatment.  Such  a  high 
number  of  stings  can  seldom  be  administered  to  a  patient.    Therefore 

r*,4i^«%V"     -^-^«'«  *""^.'^  KA€xxiiivK:iy  the  patieHt  s  conaition  and  aeter- 

^^  n!o ^./'T^k'i  ""^  ^^i""^'  *^^  P^^^^^t  should  receive  at  each  sitting. 

^vlaWP  hPP^?.^^^''''  '^'  ^,^''''^  P^^*  ^^^^^'^  ^PP^yi^g  th^  sting  is  not 
advisable,  because  it  neutralizes  the  venom  and  makes  it  ineffective 

thp/^hi^L??"!?''^^  ^vf-  ^^^''^''  't^t^s  "We  do  not  believe  that  anything 
wh?ch^s%^rmL't^^^^  ^"  '"^'^^"^  ^^  '^  "^^^  ^^^  P^^-"  ^^  ^^^  sting^ 

veno^'^rr^tZ/^^''^  ^^  ^''''^  ^^^"  ""^^^  ^^^  impression  that  the  bee 
fnl  P^pm^nl?        ^^'^^  ^"'l'^'''  ^^^^-    Recently  it  has  been  proven  by  care- 
o?  for^T.  o  •^P?J;'."'^''^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^"^"^  does  not  contain  even  a  trace 
Beck'.   't,p.  V     ^More  information  may  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Bodog  P 
Becks,    Bee  Venom  Therapy,"  page  37). 

As  we  have  found  that  bee  venom  does  not  contain  formic  acid  in 
the  future  we  may  find  that  the  food  the  bee  feeds  on  has  scnnething^ 
to  do  with  its  venom. 

In  my  personal  experiences,  in  which  I  use  bees  practically  every 
day  of  the  year,  I  have  found  that  the  venom  varies  according  to  the 
variety  of  food  the  bees  feed  on.  ^ 

I  hope  to  see  the  day  when  authorized  courses  will  be  able  to  give 
us  reliable  information  as  to  what  relation  the  food  has  to  the  venom 
as  our  aim  in  general  is  to  learn  and  know  more  in  Bee  Culture. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  Mr.  Beaver  for  your  kind  attention  in  regard! 
to  the  article.  Enclosed  you  will  find  one  dollar  for  my  membership 
and  subscription  for  the  year  of  1939. 

Beekeepingly  yours, 

William  M.  Barnak. 


The  Legislative  Committee  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Har. 
risburg  met  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Hon.  John  H.  Light  in  his 
office  Friday  afternoon,  March  31.  The  Committee  was  very  cordially 
received,  and  after  the  exchange  of  views  and  discussions  at  some Ter^^^^^^ 

X:^Z^^'\^'Tu'^  ""'  '''^'  ^"  ^"^  d^  h^s  utmost  to  increase  the  ?lJce 
of  inspectors  for  this  year.  However,  it  was  pointed  out  that  there  are 
handicaps  which  come  about  in  the  revision  of  the  budget  and  that 
the  full  crew  that  was  asked  for  will  probably  not  reac^the  maximum 
this  year.    There  was  frank  discussion  on  the  question  and  the  commiN 

Ihem^'^^JZl'l^''^^  i^'  ''''  ^^"^^""^  and  courteous  attUudesho^^^^ 

Those  present  of  the  committee,  were-    Mr   Rpnstie   worr   n..»„.« 
Sandt,  Good  and  Snavely.  Mr.  Beaver  could  not  be  present  ^  card  from 
Mr.  Root  told  of  his  discharge  from  the  hospi  al  on  that  dtv      fne.e^ 
rrlfXe'rn/eS.'"""^^'-^'-    ""'■  «^"  ^"^  ^'■-  ^^^^  --  als^^Tr".! 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  Snavely,  Secretary 
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INTENTIONAi:  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  BEEKEEPER 

Official  Organ  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers'  Association.    Pub- 
lished Quarterly.  Membership  and  Subscription  Price  inclusive  $1.00. 


PUBLISHING  COMMITTEE 

EDWIN  J.  ANDERSON,  Editor,  State  College,  Pa. 

FREDERICK  HAHMAN,  Altoona,  Pa. 

WALTER  DOUD,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Advertising  Manager 

HARRY  W.  BEAVER,  Troy,  Pa. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT  John  S.  Fleck,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

VICE-PRESIDENT Edwin  J.  Anderson,  State  College,  Pa. 

SECRETARY-TKEASURER H.  M.  Snavely,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers  Picnic  and 

Field  Day 
August  26th,  1939 

In  the  Park  of  Senator  A.  J.  Sordoni  at  Alderson,  Luzerne  County,  on 
the  North  end  of  Harveys  Lake.  Between  State  routes  No.  92  and 
415 

The  program  will  operate  on  Standard  Time 

MORNING  9:30-12:00 
Presiding— J.  S.  Fleck,  President,  Pittsburgh 

Get  acquainted  hour— (The  first  hour  will  be  spent  in  renewing  old 
friendships  and  making  new  ones,  visiting  and  informal  discussions) 

Address  of  Welcome— J.  D.  Hutchinson,  County  Agent,  Wilkes-Barre 

Response — Elmer  F.  Reuslte,  Philadelphia. 

Use  of  Honey  in  the  Home — Mrs.  J.  V.  Ellenberger,  Troy,  Pa. 

Survey  of  Seasonal  Conditions— E.  J.  Anderson,  Ext.  Apiarist,  State 
College 

General  Discussion 

BASKET  LUNCH  12:00-1:00 

AI^ERNOON  1:00-2:30 

Honey  Heating  and  Preparation  for  Market — Roy  K.  Howell,  Saylors- 
burg 

Honey  Marketing — Harry  W.  Beaver,  Troy,  Pa. 

Address — The  Economic  Importance  of  the  Honey  Bee — George  H.  Rea, 
Extension  Apiarist,  New  York  State 

Address— Rev.  C.  H.  Pricke,  Pastor,  Kingston  Christian  Church,  Kingston 
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Review  of  Apiary  Inspection— H.  B.  Kirk,  Acting  Apiculturist,  Harrisburg 
Roll  Call  of  Counties 
Greetings  from  Representatives  of  Supply  Companies 

GAMES  AND  CONTESTS— 2:30 
Games  and  Contests  will  be  in  charge  of  E.  J.  Anderson  and  J.  D. 

£2ai/v/i.i.AAAoOxi.     xxAiCico   wiii  i^  aWctiueu  winiieio.    iiic  pxiZcb  are  liie  cuiitii- 

butions  of  various  supply  houses  and  queen  breeders. 

Be  sure  to  bring  your  bee  smoker  and  your  best  fuel. 

Go  to  Kingston  on  Route  11,  take  115,  then  92  to  Kunkle,  turn  left 
to  Alderson.  If  you  are  coming  from  the  north  you  can  leave  Route  6 
at  Tunkhannock  and  take  29  almost  to  the  Lake.  Leave  29  and  turn 
left  twice  to  Alderson.    The  grove  is  at  Alderson. 


Thirty-sixth  Annual  Meeting  Pennsylvania 
State  Beekeepers'  Association 

HARRISBURG— JANUARY  18th,  1939 
(Continued) 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON 
General  Discussion. 

Dr.  Cornellius  gave  a  short  talk  on  honey  from  the  standpoint  of 
medicine. 

Business  Session: 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  thaf  the  president  attend  the  Ohio  meet- 
ing if  possible;  also  that  expenditures  be  paid. 

Report  of  committee  on  research. 

Resolutions  brought  before  the  meeting,  cleared  and  carried,  favor- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  department  of  research  at  the  Pennsylvania 
State  College. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING 
Banquet 
Thanks  was  offered  by  Mr.  Hahman. 

The  group  was  favored  by  a  few  remarks  from  visitors  and  some  of 
the  beekeeping  members. 

Those  present  united  in  singing  several  songs. 

"The  Ohio  Two-Queen  System  for  Honey  Production"— Dr    W    E 
Dunham. 

"Work  at  the  Bee  Culture  Laboratory"— Dr.  Jas.  I.  Hambleton. 

Summary — E.  J.  Anderson. 

Motion  Pictures  on  Pollination— Dr.  Dunham. 

Dr.  Dunham  made  comments  and  explained  the  pictures  as  they 
were  being  shown. 


THURSDAY  MORNING 
Invocation  was  given  by  H.  M.  Snavely. 

ManS^Pa!'''  ^""^  ^^^  ""^  ^''''^^  '"^  ^""^^  County"-by  Water  Doud, 

^^e^^^^^L'^l^i}'?^'U^^^^  ^'^F",  '^^^  county.  Five  or  six  bee- 
pr  nnl«  "r^^  "'"""''  t""  ^VJ^"^^^  ^^^^  m  tnc  county,  besides  many  small- 
er  ones.     There  are  two  honey  flows  in  the  county,  clover  honey  and 

S^^foifPr^'  f/'  ^'  "l^^"^  ^\"P  ^^^"^'^  considerable  competition 
Honey  IS  offered  as  low  as  two  combs  for  25c.    It's  nice  honey  well  filled 

ILw'as  at'VvPn  7fT^'^  '^  cellophane,  in  5  pound  paiL'^^ri^iras 
^Z^Ll.^r.f  "^  honey  IS  pure  and  advertised  in  local  papers  it's 
and  I  d^'t  ^'''''^'  ^""^  ^''''^^-    ^  ^""^^^  ^^^^^""^  ^^  cutting  prices 

There  is  quite  a  bit  of  talk  about  using  honey  for  babies,  i  have 
three  boys.  The  oldest  is  5,  the  next  one  3,  and  the  baby  6  months  old 
Mrs.  Doud  tried  to  nurse  the  oldest  one  until  he  was  two  wee^s  old     He 

BK'ln^Kf S^t^'^l"^'  '"'  '^^  ^^^^^-    W^  ^^^^'  thi^k  much  about Tt 
^^\  Q,^  /    ^?.  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^"^  restless.    We  took  him  to  the  doctor's 

Pnoncrh  Wp  ^l^\T'''l  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  w^s^'t  getting  nourishment 
enough.  We  could  not  get  what  the  doctor  recommended  because  it 
was  Sunday,  so  we  used  honey  instead.  He  took  that  and  quieted  dowA 
^l  H^r  *  so  certam  about  the  honey  so  Monday  morning\e  got  wS 
the  doctor  had  recommended.  He  didn't  seem  to  do  as  well  as  with 
the  honey  so  we  put  him  back  on  honey. 

.ny.}^.^t  f^^^fi^^^^u^u*  "^^  ^^  Washington  we  got  a  formula  and  set  a 
schedule  for  the  baby.  My  wife  used  this  formula  that  they  gave  but 
wetm  >?i  ^f,"^!^,^^^  sugar  she  used  honey.  The  baby  gained  back  the 
Zii^  .?r  ^  ^?^K  P.  weighed  8  pounds  at  birth  and  8  pounds  at  10 
^l^Lv^^T^"^^  t^^  ^i^^  .^^*°^^  ^^^  t^l^  ^i"^  what  we  had  done. 
S  wo?fy  ^^  ^^'^  ^^  ^^""^^  *^  ^^  g^^^^^g  results  so  not 

When  the  next  baby  came  my  wife  tried  to  nurse  him.    At  two  weeks 

tLf'y  T^''""^  ^^'  ^^  ^^^^^^^  10  1-4  pounds  at  birth.  He  gained 
regularly  1-4  pound  each  week.  He  was  not  bothered  with  constipation. 
Here  is  one  suggestion,  if  you  feed  them  too  much  you  get  the  bowels 
too  active.  Increpse  honey  a  little  bit  if  bowels  are  not  active  enough 
nn V J  o  f  Jif  ^^  ^^  youngest  one,  6  months  old,  my  wife  didn't  try  to 
nurse  at  all.  He  weighed  9  pounds  at  birth.  First  days  the  formula  was 
one  tablespoonful  of  honey— 6  ounces  of  water.  Gradually  she  increased 
the  formula  At  6  months  he  gets  three  tablespoons  of  honey— 6  ounces 
of  water  and  enough  Jersey  milk  to  make  a  quart.  At  6  months  he 
weighed  more  than  18  pounds.  This  has  been  our  experience  and  I 
think  it  might  be  interesting  to  the  rest  of  you. 

fHof^^^  ^^^  "^^i^^^^,  ^°  use  honey  oftener.    They  may  offer  the  argument 
that  they  can  t  get  good  honey.    Tell  them  we  have  good  honey. 


General  Discussion  and  questions  on  the  subject. 
Report  of  Auditing  Committee  was  heard  and  accepted. 
Roll  call  of  Counties. 


'  THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

Easy  Ways  of  Using  Honey  in  the  Home— Mrs.  H.  M.  Snavely. 
Honey  is  a  natural  sweet  and  should  be  used  daily.    Use  it  on  cereal 
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for  breakfast,  on  hot  cakes  and  also  on  toast.    It  is  also  very  good  in 
tea  or  cocoa,  either  hot  or  cold. 

We  have  honey  on  the  table  every  meal,  and  we  all  like  it.  When- 
ever we  have  guests  we  ask  them  to  try  it.  Some  time  ago  we  had  guests 
for  dinner.  The  gentleman  said  he  didn't  care  for  honey,  that  it  was 
too  sweet.  He  tried,  and  before  the  meal  was  over  he  had  several  help^ 
ings  and  declared  that  it  was  very  good.  The  most  sugar  that  is  used 
at  our  home  Mr.  Snavely  feeds  to  the  bees  for  stores.  I  think  all  bee- 
keepers should  use  all  the  honey  they  can,  and  bring  it  before  the  public 
as  well. 

There  are  so  many  uses  for  honey  in  cooking  and  baking,  so  I  shall 
give  only  a  few:  I  use  it  to  sweeten  my  pies.  It  not  only  sweetens  but 
also  flavors.  I  use  it  in  pumpkin  pies:  I  scant  cup  of  pumpkin;  I 
tablespoon  flour;  I  egg;  I  pint  of  milk,  and  2  tablespoons  honey,  will 
make  one  pie.  You  can  use  spice  if  you  like  it,  or  any  other  seasoning 
or  flavoring. 

Shoo  Ply  Pie:  1  cup  honey;  1  cup  hot  water;  1  teaspoon  soda  in 
water  and  honey.  For  the  crumbs  take  4  cups  flour;  1  cup  sugar;  3-4 
cup  shortening.  Mix  as  for  piecrust.  Put  honey  and  water  mixture  in 
crust,  then  crumbs  on  top.  Let  stand  awhile  before  baking.  This  will 
make  3  or  4  pies  depending  on  the  size  of  tins. 

Honey  Apple  Pie  without  top  crust:  Make  apple  pies  as  usual  using 
butter  and  cinnamon.  When  pie  is  baked  drizzle  3-4  cup  honey  over  the 
apple  filling.    Let  stand  until  all  the  honey  is  absorbed  then  serve. 

Honey  Grape  Juice:  10  pounds;  2  quarts  of  water.  Boil  steady  for 
10  minutes.  Pour  in  cloth  to  strain  and  let  drip.  Add  2  pounds  of  honey 
and  boil  seven  minutes.    Bottle  air  tight. 

Salad  Dressing:  1-2  cup  cream;  2  tablespoons  honey;  pinch  of  salt. 
Beat  all  together  then  add  vinegar  to  taste. 

Honey  Taffy:  2  cups  honey;  2-3  cup  cold  water;  2  cups  sugar;  1-4 
teaspoon  salt.  Boil  honey,  sugar  and  water  to  hard  ball  stage  (288  de- 
grees). Add  salt.  Put  on  buttered  dish,  cool,  then  pull.  Cut  and  wrap 
in  waxed  paper. 

Honey  Popcorn  Balls  3-4  cup  honey;  3-4  cup  sugar;  1-2  cup  water- 
1  teaspoon  salt;  3  qts.  popcorn  or  2  pks.  Rice  Krispies.  Cook  sugar  salt 
and  water  (stir  until  sugar  is  dissolved)  to  vrry  brittle  stage  (300  de- 
grees). Add  honey  slowly  stirring  until  blended.  Cook  again  until 
thermometer  registers  240  degrees  (about  one  minute).  Pour  over  pop- 
corn and  form  into  balls.    Wrap  in  waxed  paper. 

Honey  Pudge:  2  cups  white  sugar;  1-3  cup  honey;  3-4  cup  evapor- 
ated milk;  1  teaspoon  vanilla;  1  inch  square  Bakers  bitter  chocolate  Al- 
low to  cook  to  soft  ball  (240  degrees).  Cool.  Beat  twenty  minutes  after 
cool. 

The  three  candy  recipes  and  the  apple  pie  are  taken  from  100  Honey 
Helpmgs.  American  Honey  Institute,  Madison,  Wisconsin. 

^^^^^^^^'^^iJl'^'^^y  cream  recipe 

lZ^^l  ^  !f  1^^  ''""P^^  ^?'"^  ^°"^y  *^  sweeten.  I  use  honey  for  baked 
apples,  baked  beans,  candied  sweet  potatoes,  etc.  I  also  use  it  in  can- 
ning pears,  peaches,  plums,  cherries,  apricots,  pineapples  and  dill  pickles 
Pcllowmg  is  the  syrup  recipe  which  I  use.  AH  Honey  Syrup  1  cup 
honey;  2  cups  water.  Bring  water  to  boiling  point.  Add  honey  sU? 
and  let  come  to  a  good  rolling  boil.    Skim,  strain,  and  it  fs  ready  fo;  use 

Honey  and  Sugar  Syrup:    1-2  cup  honey;  1-2  cup  sugar;  2  1-4  watsr. 


^^^^^^^^^'^  and  sugar  to  boiling  point.    Add  honey,  stir,  bring  to  rolling 
boil.    Skim  and  It  is  ready  for  use. 

The  fruit  juices  from  honey  syrups  are  very  refreshing  as  a  cold 
des^rte  ^^"^^^^  ^^^^'    ^  ^^^°  "^^  ^^^"^  instead  of  water  in  making  jeUo 

These  are  only  a  few  ways  of  using  honey  in  the  home.  When  you 
prepare  your  own  meals  you  can  find  many  ways  of  using  honey  instead 
of  sugar  for  sweetening. 


HINTS  ON  MARKETING 

By  E.  J.  Anderson,  Extension  Apiarist,  State  College,  Pa. 

The  subject  of  marketing  in  a  year  such  as  this  is  a  rather  important 
one  for  the  commercial  sections  of  the  country.  There  are  many  large 
areas  where  beekeepers  produce  much  more  honey  than  they  can  sell 
locally.  They  have  to  ship  to  larger  markets.  Some  groups  have  sug- 
gested an  embargo  on  honey  from  states  where  foulbrood  is  bad  I  am 
not  m  favor  of  any  embargoes  for  interstate  shipment  of  honey  U  such 
a  practice  were  commendable  Pennsylvania  would  be  very  glad  to  bar 
honey  from  New  York,  Ohio  and  Michigan  on  almost  any  pretense.  It  is 
honey  dumped  from  some  of  these  states  that  has  forced  our  prices  ex- 
cessively low. 

In  Pennsylvania  we  have  a  very  large  population.  This  population 
offers  a  golden  opportunity  to  develop  markets.  If  we  lived  in  a  state 
like  Wyoming  or  Montana,  the  population  of  the  state  would  be  less  than 
around  Pittsburgh  and  a  large  part  of  our  honey  would  have  to  be  ship- 
ped to  other  states.  The  people  of  Pennsylvania  consume  about  one 
pound  or  less  of  honey  per  head  while  the  consumption  of  sugar  is  ovT^j 
a  hundred  pounds.  We  often  wonder  why  there  should  be  such  a  dif- 
ference. 

Marketing  is  not  something  that  can  be  done  after  a  certain  for- 
mula. There  is  a  wide  field  and  it  should  be  attacked  in  different  ways 
by  different  beekeepers.  There  are  many  things  to  keep  in  mind  when 
considering  such  a  program.  If  there  is  a  very  small  population  in  your 
county  then  you  may  have  the  problem  of  getting  honey  to  more  distant 
sections  of  hte  State.  Production  is  small  in  all  areas  where  we  have 
a  large  city  population  with  the  possible  exception  of  Lehigh  and  Norlh- 
ampton  counties. 

One  of  the  first  rules  of  successful  marketing  is  to  put  on  the  mar- 
ket a  product  that  is  neat,  clean  and  attractive  to  the  eye  in  every  re- 
spoct.  If  you  go  into  a  store  and  see  honey  that  has  particles  of  wax 
on  top  or  see  a  package  that  permits  honey  to  run  over  the  counter  it 
discourages  sales.  Excessive  amounts  of  foam  also  detract  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  honey.  The  consumer  doesn't  reahze  that  the  brown 
particles  are  wax  which  doesn't  hurt  the  honey.  It  looks  like  dirt  to 
them.  Poor  quality  honey  is  found  in  many  stores  throughout  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  quality  may  be  lowered  by  excessive  heating  as  well  as  im- 
proper straining.  The  caloids  in  honey  are  easily  destroyed  giving  the 
honey  a  burnt  fiavor. 

Honey  wrapped  in  cellophane  makes  a  package  that  is  attractive  to 
the  eye.  You  have  all  had  the  experience  of  looking  around  in  a  store 
to  see  what  is  there.  If  something  is  very  attractive  you  often  decide 
to  take  some  home  even  though  you  did  not  have  it  on  your  list.  If 
you  buy  the  article  which  may  be  comb  honey  and  find  it  is  not  as  it 
appeared  to  be  you  are  disappointed.  It  is  bad  to  hide  a  partly  finished 
section  behind  a  cardboard  carton  with  cellophane  front.    The  customer 
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sees  the  solid  part  when  it  is  purchased.    He  later  opens  the  package 
to  find  a  poorly  filled  section  and  feels  as  though  he  had  been  cheated 
An  experience  of  this  kind  creates  an  unfavorable  attitude  toward  our 
product.    It  IS  necessary  to  build  up  confidence  in  honey 


Pine  comb  honey 
in  the  last  few  years 
its  sale  just  a  little 
geu  aa  uCiiufcitt;  liaVor 
it  has  a  special  place 
gone  away  from  comb 
of  comb  honey  that  p 
of  sales. 


is  an  attractive  product.  I  have  been  disappointed 
to  see  its  sale  decrease.  I  think  we  should  push 
harder  and  maintain  the  demand.  You  can  not 
m  any  other  kind  of  honey  and  for  this  reason 
on  the  table.  Due  to  the  fact  that  producers  have 
I  to  extract  honey  we  are  not  supplying  the  amount 
eople  will  use.    In  other  words,  we  are  losing  a  lot 


Another  factor  in  building  up  a  good  trade  is  the  service.    Comb 
honey  is  easily  broken.    It  seems  like  a  magnet  to  attract  one's  fingers 

mot^ii  ''""^  il  ^v.  ^a^^le^  or  dropped  by  the  customers,  thereby 
making  a  mess.  The  beekeeper  should  salvage  that  honey  and  put  it  in 
excellent  shape.    If  he  does  not  the  storekeeper  is  stuck  with  ^t      The 

fr'f  TfT.f f ""  "f^  '^  f  *  ^^""^  '^  necessary  or  strain  it  and  have  very  little 
ics.    If  left  m  the  store  it  may  be  a  complete  loss  to  the  storekeeper. 

Phiv^ninf,^^  ^""^^^  ^u^  ^^"^^""^  "'^''^  popular  in  the  last  ten  years,  prob- 

in^'^scTence  OnP^h.H%"'f  ^^  "'^^^  ^^^'-  ^""^^'^^  ^^^^^  ^^  an  exact- 
ing science.    One  bad  feature  exists  and  it  is  that  there  is  a  lot  of  over 

heated  honey  on  the  market.  In  producing  extract  hon?y  and  out?^^^^ 
it  on  the  market  we  should  maintain  the  fiavor  of  theTney  as  it  com^f 

a?e"  4m  bTThe'^^fhlf ''^  ^'  '"^^-'^  ^^^^  ^^^  moTsJiccLlTour 
as  clein  as  nnlShi^  tn  '  "^  ^^T  ^^^^^^^^^  so  we  should  have  our  honey 
as  Clean  as  possible  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding. 

sreeF  p'''^Wp''*^^Lt^T^.  I'^^  crystallize  at  temperatures  below  90  de- 
nrlcfon-  ^l  must  heat  honey  to  bring  it  back  to  the  liquid  form 
elll^^t'^S^nLl"  ^p^^^^«°^^  '\^  ^^^^ter  extent  thanTevlousTy 
and^ef   t  .t.nH  "f .       Canadians  put  fine  crystals  in  the  liquid  honey 

form  are  fine  ^^i^^S'Tl ""'  ^*^^^*i'  ""'^'^'^  '^  ^^^  ^^^^^^1^  that 
ser^  anri  PhoniH  ^  ^'^''^^^^  has  a  good  flavor  and  is  convenient  to 
serve  and  should  be  more  generally  used  in  this  country. 

r.,,f  f^^  ^  ^f"^"  5^^^  operation,  honey  can  be  extracted    strained  and 

Whi^ev^^^^^^^^^  '^"U'^*^K^  ^^  ^^^^^^^^  j-^t  before  iHs  soM 

wn.nevtr  possible,  the  honey  should  be  left  In  a  barrel  for  a  week  anrt 

the  top  skimmed  off  before  It  is  bottled.    When  honey  h  botTled  cwa 

the  top  remains  clear  and  relatively  free  from  air  bubblls     The  con 

tamers  can  be  heated  in  a  dry  chamber  so  the  labels  are  not  lo^or  ?S; 

can  damaged.    The  honey  should  not  be  over  headed     If  we  ^Id  Lore 

mo?e  aTtract?vi  stv^efo^loYt?"^  *°  standarize  the  style  of  bottle.    As 

have  the  «amp  trnnhip     t^  Jt      •'^^'    ^^  ^^^  ^^ve  youngsters  you 

c^e  back  and  sa^to  the  beeleX.^L'afh"'''  '  ^""^  ^^"''^  ""y^'"^ 
since  we  bought  the  drlpcut/'  ^*  *"""'  ^""^  ""'"^  more  honey 

their  business  to  the  poin^'S^^^I^^I  s^uLnoJJs^Lry.Te^S 
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your  hives  and  honey  house  nice  and  clean.    It  helos  a  lot  to  invito  rv»a 
^^L^  irw^rkS\1.Tc^Ll".^  ^  '^^'-    «'-  t^e^^P^-onTh^at  y^u^^ 

h^„L  ^^"^J^^.^  several  beekeepers  in  the  State  who  have  built  a  honev 

trrdejuZtd'Lrexrnd'H''""i,.''"'"*^  "  ^"'^  have  noUced  that  th^r 
„^H  i"  v^  .^5"v.'lf  ?P^"i'^'^  ."Sht  away.  Roadside  markets  make  another 

roadsidTma^ket^Tn  th.  it^ff"^  we  could  use  about  ten  times  as  many 
6  and  8  ^rvp  vo,  vci^f  ^^^}^.^^  we  have.  There  are  somewhere  between 
b  and  8  serve-yourself  roadside  markets  in  Pennsylvania     «!o  far  thev 

X7t  if»"  ^J^"""^-  Consumers  come,  take  honey  and"eave  the  cLang^^ 
S^     ■^erf ^one  °^rh'"ro«H ''^  '"'  *^u^  ''^^'^*^^  °^  the  ILerfcan  peo-' 

penitemfarv  and  ft  ha^^Jpn  fi'*^  "^^'^^^  ^'"^""y  ^'"''^s  ^rom  the  state 
penitentiary  and  it  has  been  there  over  a  year  and  has  been  a  success. 

Every^vear"!  haTthl°n,ft"^"^  ^""^^  ^  *°  ^^«  '^^^s  at  schools,  etc. 
I  cfn  tell  [hPm  Jh™^^,P^^"':^  "^  '^"'•"S  '«  vartous  organizations  When 
L  a  lot  to^nTreas^  confl"t^;'*''TP°'^"°"  ^"^^  properties.  These  talks 
do  norkn^thlTu'll^^reThone?""'''  ^"**  ^^^'^  "^  '^'''-  ""^^  <>'  "^ 
Just  one  more  thought.    As  I  have  been  traveling  over  the  hiehwav<! 

iLmT!c:u^!/tJ'Z%Z''fVT'  -d^-"«i"g  4arettes,%te'  Th'l 
NATORF'^  miRTTCT^^^A!^^,^,,^  beekeepers  had  such  signs  as  "HONEY- 
„ f  »V  .  PUREST  POOD"  or  "HONEY  FOR  HEALTH"  etc  Dlacea 
at  advantageous  points  it  would  make  the  public  consS  of  o«r  nrn 
duct.  Beekeepers  could  buy  them  and  put  them  up  where  thev  can  b'e 
S  at"''  ^^™^y>^^"'^  ^°"W  have  something  S^eslTes^cSettl'si'^"  To 


Election  of  Officers. 

Former  officers— President,  J.  S.  Fleck   Vice-President   ir    t    Ar.Hpr 
sTng  yea?"'*^'"''-^^^™'  «•  ^-  Snaveiy^we^^^retctedVr"  thf et 

ciation"""'"^''^^'"^"'  ^^^  ""^"^  ^^  ^^*=^  "^"^"^  *°  the  Beekeeping  Asso- 

MsltTpr.''^^''^^'''''  ''''  ""'"'^  ^^^  Wrappers  for  Comb  Honey-A.  T.  Keil, 

Discussion— H.  K.  Beard,  Sheridan,  Pa. 
Discussion— E.  J.  Anderson. 

Mr.  Anderson  also  answered  questions  of  the  Beekeepers, 
can  Honey  TrSiSite'  ""'  ""'•  ''"'''^"^  ''  appropriate  $25  to  the  Ameri- 

fnrr^^^^''^'^^''^'     ^l^  '''''^  ^""^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^"  ^^  ^^^e  association  can  at- 
icra  It.    Amendment  was  carried.    Motion  carried. 

Suggestions  for  Summer  Meeting. 

Invitation  was  extended  to  come  to  Luzerne  County  for  the  picnic 
Suggestion  was  made  to  have  two  meetings,  one  in  the  western  part  of 

cw«^    X?  fv?^  ''!J^«''..*^^  eastern;  or  to  have  one  in  the  center  of  the 
state.    Nothing  definite  was  decided. 

A  motion  was  made  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee.   Motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  called  upon. 

He  said  he  had  been  in  research  business  for  six  years  and  that  he 


appreciated  the  things  Mr.  Hambleton  said  this  morning.  Mr.  Babcock 
also  said  that  sale  of  honey  depended  to  a  large  extent  upon  what  the 
general  public  knows  about  the  product.  He  went  on  and  cited  several 
instances  which  proved  his  statement.  He  said  that  the  public  knew 
entirely  too  little  about  honey. 

At  this  time  the  meeting  was  turned  over  to  the  Vice-President. 

Summary  of  the  Two-day  Farm  Show  Program  by  Frederick  Hah- 
man,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Mr.  Hahman  was  to  summarize  Wednesday  program,  and  Mr.  Harry 
W.  Beaver.  Troy,  Pa.,  was  to  have  summarized  Thursday's  program.  Due 
to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Beaver,  Thursday's  summary  had  to  be  omitted. 

Wednesday  Summary 

This  summary  is  something  new.  I  shall  try  to  give  an  idea  what 
has  been  done  here.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order.  Mr.  Bell  gave  a 
nice  address.  Mr.  Herr  was  absent  and  did  not  send  in  any  paper.  The 
next  speaker,  Mr.  Glebe,  gave  a  very  illuminating  address  about  the  im- 
portance of  apiary  inspection.  There  were  various  comments  on  that 
particular  item.  Mr.  Anderson  spoke  about  experienced  inspectors  making 
inspection  much  easier  than  it  is  carried  on  at  present.  Later  on  Mr. 
Keil  said  that  package  bees  were  better  than  buying  bees  locally.  Mr. 
Glebe  said  that  in  California  they  had  a  law  to  bum  bees  affected  with 
A.  P.  B.  which  is  a  good  law.  Mr.  Keil  said  that  colonies  should  be  in- 
spected in  spring  and  that  nurse  bees  were  the  ones  probably  carrying 
disease. 

Next  speaker  Dr.  Dunham.  His  paper  was  about  package  bees.  He 
said  that  if  increase  was  made  he  was  in  favor  of  package  bees.  He  also 
stated  that  it  was  desirable  to  use  package  bees  to  strengthen  colonies. 
Colonies  established  on  drawn  combs  do  better  than  on  foundation  and 
that  it  was  up-hill  work  to  develop  a  colony  on  foundation. 

Beekeepers  were  urged  to  keep  the  feeder  on  the  package  colony 
until  the  hive  body  was  filled  with  brood  and  honey.  One  man  fed  them 
according  to  directions  on  the  package  and  then  he  didn  t  feed  them 
any  more  and  the  colonies  starved.  Dr.  Dunham  stated  that  bees  put 
on  foundation  were  not  successful  especially  if  bad  weather  occurred 
later  on.  He  also  stated  that  in  case  of  sweet  clover  a  2  pound  package 
was  all  right.  For  white  clover,  it  was  better  to  have  over  winter  colon- 
ies. 

In  the  afternoon  the  secretary  reported  that  he  had  a  favorable  re- 
sponse from  districts  that  hadn't  paid  dues.  He  collected  some  Dr 
Hambleton,  of  Washington,  gave  a  talk  on  cost  factor  and  honey  produc- 
tion. I  thmk  honey  can  be  used  in  all  sorts  of  things— cakes,  cereals, 
etc.,  but  he  Midn't  approve  of  it.  I  think  many  persons  misunderstood 
him.  Somebody  ask  about  crystallized  honey.  Honey  should  be  ex- 
tracted and  should  be  strained  and  bottled  at  about  155  degrees  F  We 
had  a  talk  by  Dr.  Comellius.  He  gave  various  instances  of  what  honey 
can  be  used  for  in  medicine. 

Question  and  Comments: 

There  was  a  motion  to  send  ^  letter  of  encouragement  to  Mr  Herr 
who  has  been  sick.    Motion  was  carried.  * 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  secretary  read  a  letter  telling  about  the  printing  of  an  Agri- 
culture Year  Book  by  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture.  A  request 
was  made  to  the  Agricultural  industries  of  the  state  to  finance  the  re- 
port.   There  was  a  motion  that  we  reply  to  the  board  of  statistics  that 
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Ho vo  H?^  carefully  gone  into  the  proposition  of  printing  the  book  ana 
nffTLe  Z^""!^^"^^  from  our  members,  but  on  account  of  financial  con- 
inrf  ^  f i.fc  1^^  '"^  a  position  to  give  a  contribution  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars at  this  time.    Motion  was  carried. 

There  was  a  misunderstanding  of  counties  regarding  the  waiver  of 
county  dues  where  they  have  ten  or  more  members.  Refer  to  Artic?e 
tJi  ^^^^^"stitution.  The  dollar  dues  give  the  County  Association  a 
H^vMnri         executive  committee  but  does  not  refer  to  the  dues  if  m- 

Meeting  adjourned. 


?•  5^^*^^^'  Bl<>ssburg,  Pa.,  Pennsylvania's  oldest  beekeeper,  passed 
on,  aged  92  years.  A  beekeeper  for  fifty  years.  Like  many  others  he 
began  beekeeping  on  account  of  his  health  which  he  regaind  and  being 
interested  with  the  bees  kept  on  at  the  business  until  his  death  when 
he  had  about  fifty  colonies.  He  was  a  great  honey  fan,  always  selling 
his  crop  locally.  A  few  months  before  his  death  he  said:  ♦*!  never  used 
tobacco  or  alcoholic  drinks."  At  seventy-five  he  developed  a  heart  con- 
dition which  the  doctors  told  him  would  be  fatal.  He  said*  "I  used 
honey  as  a  stimulant"  and  so  far  recovered  as  to  live  seventeen  years 
longer.  A  true  Christian— he  never  got  too  old  to  go  to  Sunday  School 
attending  up  to  a  short  time  before  his  death 


Levi  Fleming  passed  away  on  May  6th,  1939,  at  the  hospital  in  Sayre 
He  was  a  deputy  bee  inspector  in  Pennsylvania  for  about  18  years  Dur- 
ing this  period  he  gave  excellent  service  as  a  bee  inspector  and  was  very 
much  liked  by  all  the  beekeepers  with  whom  he  worked.  He  was  one  of 
Bradford  County's  oldest  beekeepers. 
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BLAIR  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Frederick  Hahman 

The  season  of  1939  is  a  good  one  for  honey  production  here,  bet- 
ter than  those  of  the  two  previous  years,  notably  for  the  production  of 
extracted  honey.  The  colonies  devoted  to  section  comb  honey  have  not 
been  able  to  make  so  good  a  record,  mainly  on  account  of  the  failure 
of  white  and  Alsike  clovers. 

The  early  spring  months  of  April  and  May  were  cold,  preventing 
colonies  from  building  up  to  best  advantage. 

The  early  nectar  yielding  sources  were  good:  fruit  bloom,  dandelion 
and  black  locust,  however,  May  was  an  exceptional  dry  month,  the  clov- 
ers, both  white  and  Alsike  dried  up,  and  did  not  bloom  in  June.  The 
yellow  sweet  clover  bloomed  abundantly,  furnishing  a  good  supply  of 
nectar. 

After  the  middle  of  June  the  rains  came,  the  white  clover  revived 
and  has  been  in  bloom  ever  since,  but  does  not  seem  to  secrete  nectar 
from  this  second  crop.  The  bees  are  working  on  White  Sweet  Clover  at 
present.  They  are  truly  busy  supplemented  by  the  plentiful  moisture 
that  is  now  materializing.  I  hope  the  flow  of  nectar  from  that  source 
will  continue  for  a  good  long  period. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  visit  Florida  during  the  latter  part  of 
February  and  following  March.  I  stopped  off  at  Auburndale  to  see  the 
Carniolan  queen  rearing  yard  of  the  Allen  Apiaries.  I  enjoyed  all  I  saw 
there,  have  received  a  number  of  their  fine  queens  since.  On  the  follow- 
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Ing  day  I  was  taken  over  to  Largo,  on  the  west  coast,  to  attend  the  Flor- 
ida State  Meeting,  on  February  21st.  The  meeting  was  a  large  one  of 
beekeepers  not  only  from  Florida,  but  from  many  states.  I  met  some  of 
our  Pennsylvania  beekeepers  there,  and  many  from  other  states  whom 
I  knew  personally  and  from  correspondence.  Also  Mr.  E.  G.  Carr  of 
New  Jersey,  whom  we  all  know,  and  frequently  greet  at  our  own  meet- 
ings at  the  Farm  Show  at  Harrisburg. 

After  a  few  davs  in  Bt    pptprichiircr    t  frw^^  fv»«  f«.»iv>  +«  *i,«  -Pacf 

Coast,  to  visit  my  brother,  located  at  Ormond  Beach.    Was  there  for  a 
stay  of  several  weeks. 

I  saw  much  to  interest  me,  including  some  apiaries.    The  weather 
was  about  like  in  June  here.    Flowers  blooming,  bees  carrying  nectar  and 
pollen,  queens  laying,  with  broodrearing  in  full  swing,  orange  trees  in 
bloom.    It  was  truly  delightful  and  a  fond  memory,  when  I  arrived  home 
to  snow  and  cold  weather  at  the  end  of  March 
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ERIE  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  E.  E.  Root 

The  honey  flow  has  been  very  short  and  the  reason  for  that  is  that 
there  has  been  too  much  rain.  It  kept  all  the  nectar  washed  out  of  the 
clover.  Bees  were  in  fine  shape  for  the  clover  honey  flow  but  there  being 
none  caused  the  bees  to  start  swarming  and  that  has  been  in  progress  for 
^^^f ,.  ?i  "^"^Z'  ^  ^^."'^  ^^^*  "'^^^  ^^  ^^^  beekeepers  have  gotten  that 
SLhJ/  L^'^u^'',^^?*''^^  ^^  ^^^  present  time  and  are  getting  their  bees 
ready  for  the  buckwheat  honey  crop. 

thJ^ZI"?^  l"^^'^""^  l^l^-  ^?.^  ^^^^  ^""^  ^^  '^^^^^^  at  t^e  present  time  a^ 
thPv  ZZJ  J^^""  ^u^^i^i""^  ^^^  *^^  ^^^^"s  ^ave  not  layed  as  well  as 
H^?.L  ^  Jvf^^^  *?.^*^  ^^^  "^t  wa^t  t^  swarm  seem  to  have  dwindled 
down  some.    The  condition  is  the  same  in  my  out  yards,  which  are  three. 

out  l^.^r^^'^^^^J^^'^^^^^  *^^'  tw^  ^"^en  hives  in  one  of  my 
«rp  Iff^fu    ^'  ^^^^  ^""^  ^""'"^^  ^^^  fine-much  better  than  those  that 

are  TeHin^  SfT^^""-  1"^  ^^^'  ^^^^  "^^  dwindled  in  the  least  and 
are  getting  stronger  every  day.     if  this  continues  to  be  a  success  I 

mTfi1stVv''«nr''n'r  ^T^^.^^tfits  next  year.  Will  add  thlt  th  s  i^ 
w.f  o  ^  ^^^  "^'^^  ^^^^  t^  ^ive  Mr.  E.  J.  Anderson  credit  for  what  1 
have  accomplished  so  far  this  year. 

lots  '^f  VlSK Jt^'Vi^^  ^^^1  ^^''F  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^y  ^o^  i^  this  section- 
at  Dresenftlm^  Tf  t?^  ^^^^^^"^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  is  very  plentiful 
wheTand  gZen  Yo^'^^'  '""'^^"''  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  P^^^^^  '^'  both  buck- 
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LEHIGH  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Mrs.  H.  W.  Dennis 

tion^^CcTon^iulv  Sfh^«i"?  °^  '^^  "f^l'^^  ^^^^^  Beekeepers  Associa- 

ent  localities  which  Is  curtaUed  by  th^  S  weaK''"'^  ""P  "^  '''^^'•■ 
The  next  speaker,  Harry  B.  Kirk,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Bee  Inspector. 
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looktasb^oodZv^'flnd  •„^tvf5P^'■^*^^^'^fi  '"  ^  s^-^Ple  <>*  any  suspicious 
Xt  diseasP  it  f/  Prl  w  'J  f°'°?'!^  "  ^'^^y  «■"«  "nable  to  determine 
7hJ^  Do,^f  «  ,       u  ^'^^^^  Woodrlng  introduced  different  visitors   amons 

Pr'r  o?the  New'^er;.v*«i^'''^'=*°I'  '''  ""'^  '^'"'y-  ^r.  Leslie 'xhrnm^ 

from^^fZ^f  ?"  '"terestingr  meeting  and  a  pleasure  to  have  the  visitors 

MonroeTeht^h ''^nH  V.'^^""^"*.^"^''  ^'•'""  ^^^P^in,  Centre  LCon 
Monroe.  Lehigh  and  Northampton  Counties,    close  to  100  dpodIp  s,t 
tended.    Our  hosts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandt,  again  showed  their  kind  hos 
^i^^'^Zf^^  ^'fj'"^.^  ^"""'■°"^  ^"PP'y  °f  pretzels,  Soney  sweltened  mi?k" 
T^X"^^  ^^ZTi^!  ^eeS  "^  ^"^"^^  ''"'  thirst,"ft^S 

tion'^^d^?h"e*  fi'wah  nT'^T^^^  the  Lehigh  Valley  Beekeepers  Associa- 

of  St   ^ur.,  T^^r^^  rhn^l'^rl?""'*  ?''''*^'"s  was  held  in  the  basement 
oi  6>t.  i^uis  Union  Church.  Trexlertown.  Pa    Aoril  27th  at  Rtn  r^   rr. 

Nearly  a  hundred  apairists  and  orchardiss  at  ended,  ^e  ladles  AuxT-' 
liary  of  the  church  served  a  delicious  chicken  and  waffle  dinner  whfch 
was  fo  lowed  by  a  program  made  interesting  by  virtue  of  it"  dlvwsltv 
mIster"aM  ma.?erof"*'"''"*  °'  *^/  ^^''^^^  ^'^^rds'  served  anoast': 
"n  addrecs  hv  nr  /  t'^^'/T"'^'  ''^""^  '^^  P-'^Sram  which  included 
an  address  by  Dr.  E.  J.  Anderson.  Bee  Specialist,  of  Penn  State    who 

tln^  0*^  honir'n'r  'n\°V'':  ^l^'V'''  ''>"'''  °^  honey""nd  me  con- 
tents Of  honey.    Dr.  R.  s.  Kirby,  fruit  specialist,  of  State  CoUeee   sooke 

edu  ltl^f\a^ron',.°%f'^''^''in,*-  ^■"'^-  AUentown,  gave' a  sC? 
educational  talk  on   Bee  Venom   Therapy.     Motion   pictures   on   fruit 

growing  were  shown  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Hacker,  Lehigh  CoSntv  fan^  asent 
^P^v^^'n'/  ^^''''^'-  °f  Laurys.  gave  an  enjoyable  p?™™f  mm- 
KoPhJr  ^ittr'"',P'''r:?'^'*  ^y  ^'•^"'^  ^°^'-  can  Schmoyer  and  can 
.mrfil  ;v,  ^^  '^."^'"  ^i^°  '^'*  '"  ^'■^"P  singing-  The  committee  working 
hfah  viV,  ''r*'''°"  °f  Canton  Woodring.  Easton.  president  of  the  Le! 
^f^thJ^Iti^  Beekeepers  Assn.,  and  Nelson  Weber,  SchuscksviUe,  president 
cisted  ^  wm  ^«"w^  Fruit  Growers  Assn.,  in  arranging  the  affair  con- 
wif.  ^5«^^-  S.  Weaver.  Macungie,  Prank  Mohr,  Vogelsville,  Ralph 
Vfeil  Orefield,  and  E.  M.  Klepplnger  and  J.  H.  Welssberger,  LoWer  Mil- 


-\J- 


LUZERNE  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Leonard  E.  Good,  Deputy  Inspector 

u  ^  ^".'lP^^*^i^^  is  well  under  way  in  our  county.  Some  areas  are  still  very 
bad  with  A.  P.  B.  It  is  encouraging  to  learn  that  where  the  beekeepers 
have  assisted  the  inspectors  the  last  two  years,  there  is  a  decided  im- 
provement in  conditions.  Very  little  A.  F.  B.  turns  up  where  every 
precaution  has  been  taken  by  every  beekeeper.  In  some  cases,  ignorant 
or  negligence  is  evident  where  colonies  are  affected.  Beekeepers  who 
assisted  their  neighbors  in  cleaning  up  and  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to 
the  bee  inspector  are  to  be  complimented  for  their  interest  in  better 
beekeeping  conditions  in  our  county.     The  county  commissioners  have 
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generously  appropriated  the  money  for  this  years  inspection  The  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  at  Harrisburg  is  directing  the  work  This  is 
a  fine  opportunity  for  each  beekeeper  to  show  his  interest. 

Sacbrood  is  not  so  widely  prevalent  this  season  as  it  wa^  last  year. 
Also  there  are  fewer  reports  of  queenless  colonies  early  in  the  spring. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  past  winter  was  hard  on  the  bees  our 
beekeepers  have  not  had  heaw  losses.  BeraTisP  of  tbo  Koni.«.«.^  oA.""i 
season,  they  have  been  slow  to  build  up:  When^Wn^Teem^dTo^b^ 
sailing  along  nicely  for  the  bees  during  May,  the  dry  Ipell  interrupted 
thf  ^T""  ^'''^'  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^«  ^^^  "^ore  unhappy  about  it  than 

tK^hTve  ^!  -o;;^^X  T""^'-'  ^'^"  ^^  ^^^^--  ^  ^^^^^ 

lookffior  t  ^^HuS.^  '""^^^^  "^^^^"^  ^'  Conyngham.    We  are 

.,/}'^P^^^^ions  are  being  made  for  the  state  summer  meetinir  to  be 

Senator  "f  f  ""^^ /".f  «*  26th.    It  will  be  held  near  HarTey's  like,  at 

dred  ontthu  vf,°r'i°"'^^'''''^'^  P?*'""'  grounds.     Let's  have  five  hun- 
dred out  this  year  for  a  bigger  and  better  meeting. 

vitB.Uonto%?.?^rt^fn^^''f  Association  extends  to  you  a  cordial  In- 
kLo ,;I?f  .  *  Luzerne  County.    Besides  the  meeting,  you  can  see  our 

beautiful  scenery  and  visit  many  historical  points  of  interest 

hear?''"lnvUe^v™,t°f5^"J  *^!,  1"".^?  basket  and  your  family  or  sweet- 
neart.    invite  your  fnends  and  neighbor  beekeepers  to  come  along. 


TIOGA  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Walter  A.  Doud 

The  prospect  of  a  crop  of  honey  this  year  is  very  poor  The  drouth 
is  still  unbroken  and  clover  is  already  being  cut  for  hs^  and  has  not 
yielded  any  surpl,^  as  yet.  Bees  are  just  gathering  a  imnlnotrouWe 
^u^ceTriws  r!?h^T*^  is  budded,  so  we  may%t  some  ?romThi? 
to^v  inn  ™L^  ^'^  uncertain.  In  some  certain  small  areas  black- 
berry and  raspberry  are  yielding  some  surplus. 

Buckwheat  acreage  will   be  small  this  year  due  to  it's  heintr  ton 

intend^;' °^'/h  **  l^T^?r^  P'^«"»S  ««™  and  miUett  on  land  fomer^ 
iSorf crop       buckwheat  to  make  feed  to  take  place  of  hay  wWchT  a 
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CRAWFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 
By  Myrton  Gray 

pan^orMaT^rc^anrrTinr^l  b^d^"we^af^e^hL'X  ^^  ^"'^ 

At  the  time  fruit  came  into  bloom,  colonies  wprp  nn  r%o,.  „»„*  ..» 
m  the  number  of  young  bees  that  they  confined  I  imirtne  f^if,^'*^^ 
ers  got  their  money's  worth  on  bees  rented  fvirnr^ii^J^^S!  ^^  ^°'"- 
quite  a  lot  of  rain  durine  the  last  nart^ft^f^S"??.*''""-  ^^''^  "^^s 
carry  bees  from  orcharSf  to  the  rc^d  sinL  onf™*  ^}°°"i-  "^^  ^^"^  ^ 
orchards  with  a  truck  There  w^veivm?r/  '"'"\'*  "***  ^«*  *»'°  the 
the  fniit  blossoms.    My  be^^^ff^^  ^  li'itr;^, -J^^  ^^^^^^^  trom 
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nowTJiine^^Vir^''  t*'*^*!  ***  "°*»'"  ^^^^'  ""t  »s  getting  more  scarce 
^w-il  fK     V  .Not  much  nectar  was  obtained  from  this  type  of  ctover 

in  hrsecfion  "^'^f^-  """r  }"''}'  "'"^^^  '=°'"''  ^^^^y  ^  P'<^uced 
number  of  ^^"  fl!^=  *  '^f^^^'.^s  darkened  with  buckwheat  honey.  A 
h»P^  ^,      .?*  ^^^'^  ^^^  ^""  o^  volunteer  buckwheat     This  buckwheat 

c1ote?''honey'  '  "^  '"'''^"^  '"  ^'«'  ''^  '^^  Siusif  m'Sed  X 

,_  _.?^^_^*  '^l'^^^'"  is  not  producing  freely.  It  is  not  grow-  »vt»n=.ve'v 
^d"wm  l^°'in1S^'  a  large  surplus  from  it.    Basswood  is  budded'heavify 

surplus  n^w  I  ^«.'?„\''^^  °f  l*°-  '^^"«>^  «"™a'=  1^  yielding  a  small 
hirS.  fL  f  I  ^^^^  ***^t  """St  of  US  in  Crawford  County  will  have  to 
hope  for  a  good  run  of  buckwheat  and  goldenrod  later  in  the  se^n 


LYCOMING  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  A.  Merrill 

n^hl^^ont  STha'^^r^.^i^VTo  ri*  ^ 

were  in  good  condition  and  had  watered  oveTwU.h  a  ,m»^  \^^  ^^^ 
were  at  peak  strength  when  the  time  cameTo  ga^he^'r  necTar"  '°''  ""'^ 
Locust  failed  to  yield,  and  then  honey  dew  was  next  in  nr,o  o„w 
^nfflnf^^}^"^^  ^'  '''''^^'-  ^'^^^d  beca/se  Of  erren^ely  dry  welter 


BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  W.  Beaver 

i  *^  food  deal  of  water  ran  down  the  creek  since  writine  mv  last  notes 
n  fact  It  has  all  ran  away,  for  the  creek  is  dry  now  i?i  (^cui?ence 
that  happens  but  once  in  about  10  years.  Our  bees  wnteredweTw"th 
the  exception  of  three  yards,  and  these  winter  poorly  about  33  n  c 
loss  persistently  in  spite  of  all  that  we  can  do,  andwe  have  not  vet  un-' 
raveled  die  mystery  of  the  poor  wintering.    However  we  aitays  ^Lem  ?o 

tts\''?aJraf^ny"^ot^/rs:^^'^^  ^"^^  ^"'^  ^""  '^'  as 'muc^^%^rr.,L° 

rTordTanf  bS^Ti"  **f '  1^'''  ''^  T^**^^'  "^^^^  and  clover  matured 
davs  a  ^ata  of^P  .Z '^'^  ^^*"  "'"^^.  '^^  ^°^  "^^  ^^'y  erratic  some 
«?Hrtoni,?  o  „„  /  ^^^  ''°'°"y  "''"^^  »'«<=«""d  one  or  two  pounds  and 
suddenly  a  gain  of  seven  or  eight  or  ten  pounds  would  occur   and  then 

a  wonZful  W„"o"'r^^J,"!  fy.  ""•  ,^^"',  ''1°-^^  burned  up  anXs'sw^o^d  Sf S 
a  wonderful  bloom  but  the  scale  colony  only  gained  twelve  pounds.  Just 
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about  making  up  the  loss  between  clover  and  basswood  bloom   nnrt  thpv 

color  anH  ooJnr^c^  ^r.,*:^!^"^'.^^^  like  other  poor  years,  it  is  amber  in 

paintbr^sh^^-g-ut  run  TAas  T^J'c^n.llfT? ^"^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^  °^ 
particular  as  to  colJi!  it  should  felf  well      '  ^""^  ^"^  ^^^'^  ^^°  ^^^  ^°^ 

the  s':j;Xsfacr";g\Tow^^^^^^^  ''^\'>'^''    ^-t  there  is 

dry  weather  has  hPirf  ?f  honl       !if  ?^"^^  *^  ^^^^  ^^^^i^n  and  second,  the 

lat^eTuckwL^^^^^  much  hon'^v  ^'  ''  ^'^^  "^^'^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

bumper  crop.  ^  ^"*^^  ^^''^y*  ^^  ^e  are  not  expecting  a 

there'^fs  f  UVd^'be?^^^^^^  ^  y^a-  like  this,  where 

that  there  will  n o t  ^  a  iJck  of  ?^nA  ^  ^l\f'  ''''^  satisfaction  to  know 

Which  serves  as  TLLnce  tLeef  thPn  Vn '  ^^Z^  '^  ^^^^^^  ^"^P^^  s^^^^^' 
ing  except  wher-  the?e  mav  hl'o    ^i"^""  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^e  much  swarm-    . 

to^be  a  lot  Of  superceding  aUt  ?L?^h  ^r^""  ™^  ^^^^  ^^^'^  ^^^^^^ 
coming  at  that  tTmf  thfre  wa,  Z^  vf  ^"""^  ''^  *^^  ^^^^^^  ^^w,  and 
queens  are  of  the  be%  ac'c'rdTng  trourefperrencr^'  '"'  -P-eeding 

we  hlv^not til?  made^'STJr  ^^^^^^^        T.^^J^  "^^^  '^  ^^-^1^'  »>ut 

ties.    They  seem^o™   iLrbeS^tT^^^^^^^^^^  ^^'^""^^^  ^^^^^^■ 

thmg  about  them,  is  that  thev  fin  ?^7  ^^^^^^^^  m  a  way.  One  nice 
another  and  in  thkt  Vv  ther™  n  J^'^'"'  '"^^^^  ^"^^  ^^^ore  starting 
handle  in  extracting  ^"^^  ''''^  '"^  "^^^^  P^^^ly  filled  supers  to 
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We  Will  Buy  Yo..r  Wkii.-. 

and  Amber  Extracted 
Honey 


Send  us  a  sample  and  tell  us  how 
much  you  have  and  how  it's  packed. 
Name  your  best  delivered  price  and  if 
we  can  make  a  deal,  your  check  will  be 
mailed  to  you  the  same  day  the  honey 
IS  received.  We  can  furnish  empty  con- 
tamers. 


Ship  your  ol  d 
comb  and  cap- 
pings  to  us  for 
rendering  into 
beeswax. 

We  will  buy  your 
beesway  for  cash 
or  trade  for  sup- 
plies. 

If  you  have  Fancy 
or  No.  1  white 
comb  honey,  we 
could  use  a  few 
hundred  cases  ear- 
ly in  the  season. 
Write   us. 
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ir.^?  .7'^!lnl"/  "P  ^^^  ^°f  between  clover  and  basswood  bloom,  and  they 
iveir  than  mo^f^^f  ^°  "^^^^^ .  ^  ^^"^^"  ^  ^"'""^  "«««  "O'-e  ^oAey  during 

Two  to  f^>r  h,?nL  h"'  ^''P:?''^  °''-  ^^'"'P^'  ^  ''^"^v^-  puts  it  at  between 
two  to  foui  hundred  pounds  for  an  entire  year.    Taking  an  average  of 

Sund^"a  fct  ofhoney'*"'"  ""^  '''""'^"'^  •=°'°"'''  would  ^consume  30o'ooo 
We  have  our  crop  about  all   extractpri   which   n-iii   o.,«,„»„   gv^,* 

pamtbrush  C  stm  f/  r''  ^^'^^'?«^'  raspberry  and  perhaps  a  dash  of 
painiDrusn.  But  still  it  has  a  good  flavor,  and  to  oeoDle  who  arp  nnf 
particular  as  to  color,  it  should  sell  well. 

Prospects  for  a  buckwheat  crop  are  not  of  the  best     Pir^t  fv.«r..  ic 

S  rthlr  harhlMTbV'r  Th^V™^  to't°his*s'e'ct^^'anSShe 
late  buckwheat  ™  v,»^f  '°  that  most  of  it  will  bloom  late  and  our 
bumper  S  ^'^^^  '""'^^  *'°"^y-  ^°  *«  ^^e  not  expecting  a 

th..!^f  ^"1'  "^®  *^^  ^""''■^  ''rood  chamber.  A  year  like  this  where 
hat  thert  wnf  ^'J"^  '''^^f"  '"''"'■  ''  ^'''^  one'^^atisfaction  to  ™ 
wSch  servers  a  Ll^nl'^^'h  f /.?°'*'  ^'  ^^"'^  '«  ^'^^y^  ^^^Ple  stores, 
i^g  except  wher-  th^e^«v  r''  *''^'^i°''  *^  '^^  "°*  ^^^^  much  swarm- 
to  bl  a  lot  of  suDPrreriin^  i^.^^  ^"  ^''L  *'"^'"-  ™«  ye^r  th^re  seemed 
coning  at  thaf  timP    th^       "^  *°''^'"<*  *^«  ^"'J  '^f  the  clover  flow,  and 

^rnTa^rL'or/h:Te%ro^rcJrn|e"o"ouTrxVr='"^'  ^"^  ^"''^^'^^^'"^ 

^^S^^B^KJ^^^  --  --   -"  -^ore°s^LuS 
handle  in  extracung       "^    ""■'  ^"'^  "°*  ^'^  '"^'^^  P^^tly  filled  supers  t! 


c~x~:.>.>.>.>.x^>.j.x.^.^.^:^.^..^5^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^-^ 


We  Will  Buy  Y 

and  Amber  Extracted 
Honey 


ur 


White 


r 
t 

T 

? 

? 

? 
t 
? 

T 

? 
V 

r 
? 
? 

Y 


Send  us  a  sample  and  tell  us  how 
much  you  have  and  how  it's  packed. 
Name  your  best  delivered  price  and  if 
we  can  make  a  deal,  your  check  will  be 
mailed  to  you  the  same  day  the  honey 
is  received.  We  can  furnish  empty  con- 
tainers. 


Ship  your  ol  d 
comb  and  cap- 
pings  to  us  for 
rendering  into 
beeswax. 

We  will  buy  your 
beesway  for  cash 
or  trade  for  sup- 
plies. 

If  you  have  Fancy 
or  No.  1  white 
comb  honey,  we 
could  use  a  few 
hundred  cases  ear- 
ly in  the  season. 
Write    us. 
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REPORT   OF   ANNUAL   PICNIC 

H.  M.  SNAVELY,  Secretary 

The  Annual  Picnic  was  held  Aug.  26,  in  the  private  park  of  Senator 
A.  J.  Sordoni  at  Alderson,  Pa.,  Luzerne  Co.  It  was  a  beautiful  day  and 
the  attendance  was  the  largest  we  had  in  many  years.  There  was  nearly 
five  hundred  in  attendance.  The  park  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Luzerne 
County,  and  has  accommodations  for  eating,  etc.,  for  several  hundred. 

The  program  was  started  at  9:30  with  Mrs.  J,  S.  Fleck,  president,  of 
Pittsburgh,  presiding.  The  program,  as  appeared  in  July  Beekeeper, 
was  followed,  except  Mrs.  McHenry,  of  Stillwater,  substituted  for  Mrs. 
Ellenberger,  of  Trey.  Mrs.  McHenry  suggested  that  we  keep  a  record 
of  honey  used  by  homes  of  beekeepers,  and  next  year  compare  the 
amounts. 

There  were  several  representatives  from  various  supply  companies 
present  and  gave  greetings.  Rev.  Fricke,  Pastor  of  Kingston  Christian 
Church,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  helpful  talk  before  dinner. 

The  dinner  hour  was  a  great  affair  and  enjoyed  by  all.  The  Luzerne 
Co.  Assn.  and  Sen.  Sordoni  furnished  coffee  and  lemonade.  There  were 
beekeepers  there  from  thirty-three  counties  and  four  from  out  of  the 
State,  all  in  the  spacious  pavilion.  A  member  added  much  to  the  en- 
iovment  of  all  by  furnishing  mu^ic  on.  his  chimes  which  he  made  him- 
self. 

After  dinner,  the  program  again  proceeded  according  to  schedule. 
Mr.  Sordoni  gave  a  short  talk,  which  made  everyone  feel  at  home.  Mr. 
Stetson,  senior  member  of  the  Stetson  Hat  Co.,  Philadelphia,  also  gave 
a  short  talk.  The  program  was  followed  with  games  and  contests,  m 
charge  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Anderson,  Extension  Apiarist  and  J.  D.  Hutchinson, 
Luzerne  County  Agent.  A  great  number  participated  and  there  were 
thirty-six  prizes  awarded  to  the  winners.  The  prizes  were  donations 
from  various  supply  companies  and  bee  raisers. 

M-^.ny  of  the  folks  went  to  visit  the  farm  of  Mr.  Sordoni,  who  was 
hc^t  to  ;he  picnic.  One  of  the  interesting  features  of  this  visit  was  tne 
glass  barns  for  his  registered  cattle.    Everyone  felt  we  had  a  good  day 
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The  program  was  started  at  9:30  with  Mrs.  J.  S.  Fleck,  president,  of 
Pittsburgh,  presiding.  The  program,  as  appeared  in  July  Beekeeper, 
was  followed,  except  Mrs.  McHenry,  of  Stillwater,  substituted  for  Mrs. 
Ellenberger,  of  Troy.  Mrs.  McHenry  suggested  that  we  keep  a  record 
of  honey  used  by  homes  of  beekeepers,  and  next  year  compare  the 
amounts. 

There  were  several  representatives  from  various  supply  companies 
present  and  gave  greetings.  Rev.  Fricke,  Pastor  of  Kingston  Christian 
Church,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  helpful  talk  before  dinner. 

The  dinner  hour  was  a  great  affair  and  enjoyed  by  all.  The  Luzerne 
Co.  Assn.  and  Sen.  Sordoni  furnished  coffee  and  lemonade.  There  were 
beekeepers  there  from  thirty-three  counties  and  four  from  out  of  the 
State,  all  in  the  spacious  pavilion.  A  member  added  much  to  the  en- 
joyment of  all  by  furnishing  music  or^  his  chimes  which  he  made  him- 
self. 

After  dinner,  the  program  again  proceeded  according  to  schedule. 
Mr.  Sordoni  gave  a  short  talk,  which  made  everyone  feel  at  home.  Mr. 
Stetson,  senior  member  of  the  Stetson  Hat  Co.,  Philadelphia,  also  gave 
a  short  talk.  The  program  was  followed  with  games  and  contests,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Anderson,  Extension  Apiarist  and  J.  D.  Hutchinson, 
Luzerne  County  Agent.  A  great  number  participated  and  there  were 
thirty-six  prizes  awarded  to  the  winners.  The  prizes  were  donations 
from  various  supply  companies  and  bee  raisers. 

M-^.ny  of  the  folks  went  to  visit  the  farm  of  Mr.  Sordoni,  who  was 
ho^t  to  I'he  picnic.  One  of  the  interesting  features  of  this  visit  was  the 
glass  barns  for  his  registered  cattle.    Everyone  felt  we  had  a  good  day 
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The  interest  and  support  in  the  Association  is  growing.    Many  thanks 
and  good  wishes  to  all  the  beekeepers  throughout  the  state. 

The  principal  speakers  were  George  H.  Rea,  Cornell  University,  and 
R6V.  C.  H.  Pricke,  Kingston.  Other  speakers  were:  Elmer  A.  Reustle, 
who  spoke  on  the  need  for  more  inspection  work.  The  establishment  of 
a  research  department  was  emphasized;  E.  J.  Anderson,  "Survey  of  Sea- 
sonal Conditions:*'  ROV  K    Hnwell     "Prprifirincr  TTrvnoTr  frtT.  TV/To T'b'of  • '»  XJorvTr 

W.  Beaver,  "Marketing  Honey;"  H.  B.  Kirk,  "Apiary  Inspection;'*  W.  J. 
Robbins,  Jr.,  "The  Japanese  Lace  Bush  or  Ye-Tan-Poco." 

A  special  program  for  the  children  was  arranged  by  the  Luzerne 
County  Association. 


Don't  forget  about  the  big  meeting  in  Harrisburg,  Jan.  17- 18th,  1940. 


PREPARE  EXIHBIT  FOR  FARM  SHOW 

By  Edwin  J.  Anderson 

The  present  season  has  been  a  very  poor  one  for  the  production  of 
light  extracted  and  comb  honey.  Light  comb  honey  of  good  quality  is 
extremely  scarce.  This  condition  of  scarcity  is  going  to  have  an  adverse 
effect  upon  the  exhibits  of  honey  at  the  Farm  Show.  A  good  many 
beekeepers  may  feel  that  their  honey  is  not  good  enough  to  show  and 
withdraw  their  exhibits  this  year. 

Last  year  a  larger  space  was  given  the  beekeepers  and  the  space  was 
somewhat  crowded.  The  season  of  1938  was  very  favorable  for  the  pro- 
duction of  light  honey  which  was  a  big  factor  in  the  size  and  beauty  of 
the  exhibit.  The  flavor  of  last  year's  honey  also  was  above  normal  In 
many  sections  the  white  honey  of  last  year  is  replaced  with  light  amber 
or  extra  light  amber  honey  this  year.  The  fact  that  the  honey  is  darker 
should  not  discourage  an  exhibitor  since  there  are  classes  for  all  colors 
of  honey. 

^^.  It  is  hoped  that  the  beekeepers  showing  last  year  will  do  so  again 
this  winter  so  that  the  exhibit  will  be  as  large  as  ever.  If  we  wish  to 
keep  our  space  we  must  fill  it.  Sometimes  a  small  quantity  of  honey 
of  light  color  may  be  selected  and  kept  for  exhibit  even  though  the  gen- 
eral run  is  darker.  This  carefully  selected  honey  will  help  maintain  the 
stands  of  last  year  at  the  show. 

Plans  should  be  underway  for  the  collective  exhibits  both  county 
and  individual.  The  design  of  these  exhibits  is  an  important  factor. 
It  IS  also  important  to  have  honey  worked  into  the  background  so  it 
IS  a  major  part  of  any  exhibit.  A  beautiful  design  helps  the  exhibit 
and  such  designs  have  made  the  honey  exhibit  outstanding  during  the 
past  few  years.  We  should  not,  however,  forget  that  it  is  honey  we  wish 
to  show  in  a  most  advantageous  manner. 

Honey  products  also  are  an  important  part  of  a  collective  exhibit. 
They  may  be  canned  fruit,  vinegar,  candies,  baked  products    etc     It  is 

Slf'JJ^'J!'^^"*  *^J?^^^  *^^"^  ^""^^'^^  P"^  ^P  in  neat  manner,  the 
same  as  the  honey.    They  can  be  placed  on  attractive  plates  with  a  small 

fh^.^ri''''  ^'"'^i"'  .  ^^y  '^°^^^  ^^  wrapped  in  cellophane.  Fruit  jars 
1  wpu  ^rJl^  design  and  with  a  lid  that  is  first  grade  in  appearance. 
A  well  dressed  man  with  old  shoes  or  an  old  hat  looks  out  of  place  This 
IS  true  also  of  a  honey  exhibit.    Be  careful  that  some  one  item  in  thi 
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exhibit  does  not  spoil  the  appearance  of  the  entire  exhibit.  If  several 
exhibits  have  equal  rating  and  one  has  an  item  that  is  not  up  to  stand- 
ard it  is  sure  to  be  given  a  lower  placing. 

All  comb  honey  should  be  wrapped  in  cellophane.  Check  exhibits 
of  liquid  extracted  honey  to  be  sure  they  are  not  beginning  to  crystal- 
lize. Last  year  several  exhibits  of  liquid  honey  of  excellent  quality  lost 
out  because  of  an  inch  or  two  of  crystallized  honey  on  the  bottom  of  the 
jar.  Over  heating  is  a  common  factor  in  lowering  the  grade  of  honey. 
Quick  heating  and  quick  cooling  is  essential. 

Don't  forget  that  reservation  for  space  in  collective  classes  must  be 
made  early  or  by  the  1st  of  December. 
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HONEY  HEATING  AND  PREPARATION  FOR  MARKET 

By  Roy  K.  Howell,  Saylorsburg,  Penna. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Fellow  Beekeepers: 

The  topic  for  discussion  is  "Honey  Heating  and  Preparation  for 
Market."  In  order  to  have  a  good  product  to  heat  and  prepare,  from 
the  standpoint  of  quality  and  flavor  principally,  I  feel  a  little  should 
be  said  about  the  PRODUCTION  of  honey. 

If  an  intelligent  interest  is  shown  in  producing  GOOD  honey  we  have 
gained  three  points  to  start  with:  Cleanliness,  Quality,  and  Attractive- 
ness— and  these  are  good  corner  stones  to  lay  in  any  man's  business. 

As  to  Cleanliness:  Most  beekeepers  have  enough  pride  in  their  bees 
to  paint  their  hives  to  make  a  good  impression  on  prospective  custom- 
ers, but  at  the  same  time  would  be  ashamd  to  have  them  visit  the  ex- 
tracting room  to  discover  from  what  dark,  unappetizing  combs  their  food 
called  "Natures  purest  sweet"  comes  from.  Honey  extracted  from  brood- 
less  combs  contains  no  broken  cocoon  cells,  and  thus  eliminates  a  lot  of 
difficult  straining. 

Second,  Quality:  Everyone  will  agree  that  combs  used  for  brood 
have  a  decided  unpleasant  odor,  which  is  bound  to  have  some  effect  on 
the  flavoring  of  the  honey,  and  while  it  is  not  possible  to  always  get 
heavy-bodied  honey,  or  light,  or  amber,  or  dark,  it  IS  possible  to  pro- 
duce honey  without  that  certain  unsavory,  taste  which  the  dark  combs 
contribute. 

Third,  Attractiveness:  It  is  well  known  that  honey  produced  from 
clean  combs  is  lighter  in  color,  and  speaking  from  my  own  experience, 
the  lighter  the  color  the  more  attractive  it  appears  to  the  trade,  or 
course,  there  are  always  some  people  who  prefer  the  darker  PT'^des  of 
honey,  but  darker  because  of  the  NATURAL  flavor,  not  the  UNNATURAL 
flavor  absorbed  from  black  combs.  Here  lies  one  of  our  biggest  faults 
— marketing  light  honey  which  has  been  darkened  by  unfit  combs. 

If  we  beekeepers  will  keep  in  mind  to  use  good  wholesome,  clean 
combs,  as  near  as  possible  free  from  brood  cells,  half  of  the  straining  is 
eliminated,  a  much  better  flavored  honey  results,  and  the  appearance 
for  market  is  greatly  improved. 

But,  using  dark  combs  is  not  the  only  reason  for  so  much  of  the 
inferior  honey  which  is  on  the  market  today.  It  is  largely  due  to  the 
wide  range  of  ideas  for  methods  of  HEATING  honey— almost  as  many 
as  there  are  religions  and  with  the  same  motto,  "What  was  good  enough 
for  Father  is  good  enough  for  me." 


In  practically  every  field  of  endeavor,  men  are  trying  to  improve 
their  products  in  every  way  possible.  The  product  WE  are  interested  m 
CANNOT  be  improved  upon  IP  our  methods  of  handling  it  are  right, 
as  NO  ONE  can  improve  upon  the  works  of  the  Great  Creator.  Honey 
has  been  considered  important  enough  to  be  mentioned  61  times  in  the 
Bible,  56  times  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  5  times  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 

According  to  Dr.  Phillips,  of  Cornell  University,  honey  heated  to 
130  degrees  requires  11  1-2  hours  to  darken  as  much  as  honey  heated  to 
160  degrees  for  only  15  minutes.  Quoting  from  Dr.  Phillip's  article  in 
the  March  issue  of  "Gleanings  in  Bee  Culture"  he  wrote,  "It  is  no  new 
discovery  that  over-heating  damages  honey  by  making  it  darker  in  color 
and  in  impairing  the  flavor,  and  on  this  point  there  is  no  disagreement. 
This  is  the  greatest  source  of  damage  to  honey  at  any  stage  of  its  hand- 
ling." 

Eleven  years  ago  we  heated  one  60  lb.  can  at  a  time  in  the  wash 
boiler  at  a  very  questionable  temperature;  then  we  graduated  to  two 
tanks  holding  120  lbs.  each,  heated  in  the  same  manner.  This  also  proved 
unsatisfactory,  and  about  five  years  ago  built  a  heating  box  with  the  help 
of  Mr.  Anderson,  holding  40  sixty  lb.  cans.  It  required  30  hours  at  150 
degrees  to  entirely  liquefy  these  40  cans,  which  then  were  heated  to  170 
degrees  in  a  55  gallon  double-jacketed  tank  with  a  paddle,  taking  3  l-i2 
hours  more. 

Realizing  to  what  extent  we  were  damaging  our  honey  by  this  meth- 
od, we  again  called  on  Professor  Anderson,  and  together  we  worked  out 
a  complete  new  outfit.  Our  present  liquefying  box  holds  12  sixties,  which 
we  place  in  upside-down,  and  it  requires  about  4  1-2  hours  to  empty  the 
cans,  and  about  two  hours  more  to  liquefy  completely  in  trays  directly 
under  the  cans,  passing  through  screening  at  either  end  as  it  melts  into  a 
stainless  steel  tank. 

From  this  tank  it  is  pumped  to  another  one  elevated  to  a  position 
close  to  the  ceiling,  from  where  a  small  stream  runs  by  gravity  into  our 
new  heating  equipment,  being  heated  from  80  or  SO  degrees  to  170  de- 
grees and  cooled  back  to  90  degi'ees  in  about  three  minutes  time  (having 
passed  through  three  screens  during  this  period).  When  filled  at  this 
low  temperature  very  few  bubbles  appear  on  the  surface  of  the  jars  or 
pails. 

All  of  our  heating  chambers  are  operated  by  electricity,  thermo- 
statically controlled,  with  a  variation  of  but  11-2  degrees.  We  have 
carefully  calculated  the  cost  of  the  electric  current  for  liquefying  and 
heating  by  this  method,  and  last  run  of  4500  lbs.  cost  8  2-3c  per  100  lbs. 
of  honey,  or  a  total  of  $3.90. 

I  have  with  me  two  jars — one  a  sample  of  the  OLD  method  of  heat- 
ing and  the  other  showing  the  results  of  our  NEW  method  of  heating. 
They  are  both  the  same  blend  of  honey,  and  it  isn't  hard  to  tell  which 
one  was  overheated.  I  also  have  two  jars  here,  one  heated  to  170  and 
the  other  to  180  degrees.  I  fail  to  find  any  difference  in  the  two  jars, 
which  verifies  Dr.  Phillip's  statement  in  the  aforementioned  article  in 
Gleanings  as  follows:  "If  honey  is  heated  quickly  to  160  degrees  (of 
course  without  scorching  any  of  it)  and  if  then  it  is  quickly  cooled,  no 
color  or  flavor  change  can  be  detected,  but  if  anything  occurs  to  retard 
cooling,  serious  damage  may  occur."  Properly  heated  honey  will  stay 
liquid  longer  and  is  a  big  help  to  the  beekeeper  and  a  boon  to  the  store 
keeper. 

Recently  three  young  men  from  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  who  had  just  gradu- 
ated from  High  School  called  at  my  place  looking  for  comb  honey.  They 
had  $10  to  invest  and  a  determination  to  increase  that  investment,  and 


, 
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were  of  course  looking  for  a  bargain.  They  had  visited  three  other  bee- 
keepers before  coming  to  my  place,  and  were  very  much  discouraged. 
The  first  thing  one  of  them  said  upon  entering  the  room  was,  "Well,  it 
looks  CLEAN  here,  anyhow."  He  actually  seemed  SURPRISED  to  find 
a  clean  honey  house.  They  spent  twenty  cents  for  these  two  combs, 
which  they  got  from  one  of  the  beekeepers  they  had  visited,  to  com- 
pare with  my  combs,  and  I  say,  "Shame  on  the  bee  man  with  pride  like 


I'm  sure  any  TIME,  MONEY  or  EFFORT  expended  in  keeping  our 
honey  houses,  extracting  rooms  or  display  rooms  in  ship-shape  condi- 
tion, is  returned  with  high  interest,  as  most  people  are  impressed  with 
CLEANLINESS  and  TIDINESS  and  RESOLVE  TO  PATRONIZE  deal- 
ers showing  enough  pride  in  their  products  to  keep  them  CLEAN. 

I  find,  too,  that  the  extra  20  or  30  seconds  it  takes  to  really  do  a 
thorough  job  on  cleaning  a  comb  of  honey  has  more  than  repaid  me  in 
repeat  orders.  Then  see  that  the  combs  are  wrapped  neatly  and  secure- 
ly. It  is  easy  to  hide  plenty  of  dirt  and  propolis  in  a  cardboard  carton 
commonly  used  for  comb  honey,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  convince  a  home- 
maker  that  the  next  one  will  be  clean,  because  very  often  she  won't  buy 
the  next  one,  and  the  local  beekeeper  will  complain  of  a  "poor  market." 
If  we  try  to  ATTAIN  or  SURPASS  if  possible,  the  Quality,  Standard,  and 
Attractiveness  of  the  BEST  package  of  honey  we  know  of,  the  market 
will  take  care  of  itself. 

I  recognize  and  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  American  Honey  Insti- 
tute, as  well  as  all  of  our  leading  bee  men  and  State  representatives,  but 
I  do  feel  that  we  are  on  somewhat  of  a  side  track,  judging  from  the  gen- 
eral appearance  of  honey  on  the  market  today.  I,  therefore,  ask  that 
our  Teachers,  Leaders  and  Writers  give  us  more  information  regarding 
good  clean  producing,  con-ect  heating  and  bottling,  thereby  better  en- 
abling us  to  make  HONEY  the  most  widely  used  sweet  in  the  nation.— 

I  thank  you. 

o 

THE  JAPANESE  LACE  BUSH 

By  W.  J.  Robbins,  Jr.,  Ti'ucksville,  Penna. 

As  a  general  rule,  when  commercial  honey  producers  meet  the  con- 
versation starts,  "how  was  the  clover  fiow  in  your  section,  or  how  is  the 
buckwheat  coming  in." 

For  reasons  unknown  there  is  little  mention  made  about  new  honey 
producing  plants  that  have  gradually  come  into  prominence. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  acquaint  the  readers  of  this  article 
with  one  of  th'-se  new  comers  known  botanically  as  Ye-Tan-Poco,  or 
commonly  called  Japanese  Lace  Bush.  This  plant,  a  native  of  Japan, 
and  considered  a  weed  in  that  country,  belongs  to  the  Bamboo  family. 
The  stem  is  of  the  jointed  type  and  grows  to  a  heighth  of  ten  feet  if 
unrestricted  The  blossoms  are  in  elongated  clusters  much  like  grape 
blossoms  Though  much  smaller,  there  is  some  similarity  to  the  buck- 
wheat bloom  The  seeds  develop  and  have  the  same  shape  as  buck- 
wheat The  leaves  are  larger,  and  they  too  have  a  shape  similar  to  the 
al:ove  *  mentioned  honey  producer,  but  grow  out  from  the  stem  of  the 
plant  in  series. 

Th^  honey  from  this  plant  is  a  fine  substitute  for  buckwheat.  I  have 
been  informed  by  a  Japanese  botanist  that  this  pint  is  the  ancestor 
of  what  is  called  Japanese  buckwheat  so  it  is  little  wonder  that  it  would 
fill  in  a  large  gap  in  regions  where  the  late  flow  is  light.  A  very  rapid 
grower  that  will  thrive  in  most  any  type  soil. 
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I  relate  that  the  first  time  I  saw  this  plant  was  at  an  amusement 
park  between  Wilkes-Barre  and  Scranton,  where  it  had  been  planted  to 
cover  up  a  so-called  unsightly  background  of  rocks.  The  growth  has 
increased  until  the  mountain  is  now  quite  densely  covered. 

A  planting  of  this  new  honey  producer  should  be  near  every  apiary 
for  it  secretes  nectar  as  long  as  the  sun  shines.    In  towns  they  consider 
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For  we  people  that  live  in  the  country,  I  say,  encourage,  rather  than 
discourage  the  growth  of  this  plant  that  I  am  sure  will  prove  beneficial 
to  the  honey  producers  of  this  State. 
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A  FEW  NOTES  FROM  AUSTRALIA 

A  few  lines  taken  from  the  Australian  Beekeeper  indicate  that  the 
Pennsylvania  beekeepers  are  not  the  only  ones  that  have  gone  through 
a  very  poor  season.    The  following  is  the  article: 
The  President: 

"I  want  to  say  at  the  commencement  of  these  sessions,"  said  Mr. 
Frost,  "That  this  is  the  fortieth  consecutive  annual  conference  of  the 
Victorian  Apiarists'  Association.  It  is  a  long  reign.  Many  have  come 
and  gone,  but  the  Association  is  still  alive  and  well. 

"Incidently  it  is  a  landmark  by  which  we  will  remember  the  worst 
season  in  the  history  of  the  industry.  It  is  estimated  that  the  drop  in 
production  will  be  80  or  90  per  cent,  compared  with  other  years,  and  it 
is  a  fitting  but  disastrous  climax  to  eight  preceding  years  of  adversity. 

"The  spring  opened  well  enough  for  bees,  yet  over  it  hung  a  fore- 
boding that  the  summer,  and  especially  the  holocaust  of  Friday,  13th 
of  January  proved  too  well  founded.  On  that  day,  in  two  or  three  hours 
in  the  afternoon  there  occurred  the  estimated  loss  of  one-third  of  the 
bees  of  Victoria.  In  this  State  and  in  South  Australia,  almost  the  whole 
of  some  large  apiaries  were  wiped  out.  Beekeepers  agree,  of  course,  that 
the  heat  was  the  cause,  but  as  to  the  way  the  bees  faded  out  there  is  a 
wide  difference  of  opinion.  One  apiarist  visited  his  apiary  next  morn- 
ing and  was  at  once  struck  with  the  ominous  quiet  of  his  hives.  Open- 
ing them  up  showed  an  almost  total  loss  through  the  apiary,  and  tne 
absence  of  even  dead  bees.  Where  they  went  could  not  be  discovered. 
Losses  were  put  down  to  weakening  of  hives  through  drought,  to  over- 
strength,  to  being  too  near  water,  causing  high  humidity,  to  being  too 
far  from  water,  and  many  other  reasons.  To  me  it  seemed  there  were 
heat  lanes  that  varied  in  temperature  in  different  localities,  and,  where 
these  rose  above  120  degrees,  with  other  conditions  not  understood,  bees 
simply  ga^e  up,  flew  away  and  died  in  the  fields.  In  many  places  in 
the  Nort-h-East,  where  severe  losses  took  place,  the  temperature  ranged 
above  120  degrees.'* 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  H.  M.  Snavely 

The  honey  crop  this  season  is  very  short.  In  seme  cases  bees  must 
be  fed  already,  while  in  a  few  sections  the  flow  was  fair.  If  the  weather 
keeps  warm  there  is  hope  of  a  fall  flow.  Comb  honey  production  in  this 
section  was  very  scant.  The  retail  price  remains  about  the  same,  and 
sales  are  reported  good  at  present.  July  29  the  Cumberland  Co.  A^.sn. 
held  their  annual  picnic.    There  were  beekeepers  present  from  several 
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adjoining  counties.  We  had  the  largest  attendance  we  had  for  several 
years;  there  were  some  sixty  present.  Mr.  E.  J.  Anderson,  Extension 
apiarist  of  State  College  was  the  speaker  and  also  assisted  in  handling 
the  games  and  contests.  Prizes  were  given  to  the  winners.  After  the 
contests  a  basket  supper  was  served.  The  picnic  was  held  in  Mountain 
View  Park,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 
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and  also  a  Winter  meeting  some  time  during  February.  The  4-H  Clubs 
had  an  exhibit  at  the  Upper  Mifflin  Fair,  and  also  will  exhibit  at  Har- 
risburg. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Leonard  Good,  Secretary-Treasurer 

Every  Luzerne  County  beekeeper  who  attended  the  State  Beekeep- 
ers Association  picnic  at  Sordoni's  Picnic  Ground  was  more  than  pleased 
with  the  large  turnout  from  the  other  counties.  It  undoubtedly  was  one 
of  the  best  meetings  the  State  Association  has  put  across.  The  high 
light  of  the  program  of  course  was  the  address  by  George  Rea,  of  Cornell 
University.  Even  the  young  people  enjoyed  the  games  and  entertain- 
ment that  was  especially  provided  for  them.  Everyone  owes  his  thanks 
to  Senator  Sordoni,  who  most  graciously  donated  his  picnic  grounds  and 
facilities  to  make  the  meeting  the  largest  and  best.  Luzerne  County 
Beekeepers  Association  unanimously  give  their  cordial  thanks  for  his 
hospitality  and  assistance. 

Now  that  the  1939  Summer  meeting  has  passed,  our  beekeepers  are 
looking  ahead  to  the  annual  meeting  at  Harrisburg  and  the  Farm  Show. 
It  is  hoped  that  a  hundred  people  from  our  county  will  again  turn  out 
as  they  did  last  August  26  at  Harvey's  Lake. 

The  initial  inspection  work  in  the  county  was  completed  August  30. 
The  A.  F.  B.  situation  is  still  not  un'ier  control.  The  pprcentafre  of  dis- 
eased colonies  was  15.1  per  cent.  Yet  a  decided  improvement  can  be 
noticed  over  the  1937  report.  We  cannot  afford  to  let-up  on  this  work 
for  at  least  the  next  three  years  in  succession.  When  the  percentage  is 
down  to  three  or  four  percent  it  will  be  getting  safe  for  a  beekeeper  to 
invest  a  few  dollars  in  bees  and  equipment  in  order  to  provide  some 
honey  for  his  table — without  taking  a  good  chance  of  losing  all  he  has. 

So  let  every  beekeeper  support  his  county  and  state  association  as 
well  as  the  department  at  Harrisburg.  Yet  membership  alone  is  not 
sufficient — each  must  assist  and  help  see  that  a  good  job  is  done. 

The  small  crop  of  honey  has  been  a  disappointing  factor  this  year. 
The  beekeepers  who  managed  to  keep  their  colonies  very  strong  were 
the  ones  to  get  a  surplus  when  nectar  was  available.  The  goldenrod 
and  aster  flows  look  more  promising  thsi  year  than  usual.  Some  honey- 
dew  has  been  reported. 

With  the  low  supply,  beekeepers  ought  to  get  a  fair  price  for  their 
honey  this  season.    So  far  the  demand  is  slow. 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Charles  F.  Hoser,  Norristown,  Pa. 

The  Fall  meeting  of  the  Montgomery  County  Beekeepers  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  residence  and  apiary  of  Mr.  Sherman  D.  Wright  at 
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Malvern,  Penna.,  Lloyd  Avenue,  on  Saturday,  September  9th,  1939,  at 
2  p.  m. 

As  our  guests,  we  had  beekeepers  from  Philadelphia  and  Delaware 
counties  present,  and  a  total  of  60  or  more  including  the  ladies.  As  a 
special  feature  we  had  a  class  of  young  ladies  from  Malvern  High  School 
present  with  their  teacher. 

Prof.  Anderson  gave  a  fine  practical  demonstration  in  the  apiary 
and  later  with  Mr.  Kirk,  State  Apiculturist,  addressed  the  entire  as- 
semblage. Prof.  Anderson  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  constituent  parts 
of  honey  and  method  of  preserving  it.  Mr.  Kirk  spoke  on  f.  b.  inspec- 
tion. 

When  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Pres.  Fry,  he  introduced 
Pres.  Crothers  of  Del.  Co.  Association  and  Pres.  Reustle,  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Assn.  Both  speakers  spoke  on  the  need  of  securing  a  larger  ap- 
propriation from  the  State  for  bee  inspection  and  an  auxiliary  one  from 
each  County.    The  need  for  research  work  also  was  emphasized. 

On  motion,  Pres.  Fry  was  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  two 
to  work  in  conjunction  with  Phila.  and  Del.  Co.  Associations  to  secure 
the  desired  results.    Committee:    Messrs.  Wakeman  and  Markley. 

Meeting  adjourned  to  partake  of  refreshments. 

Attest:    Chas.  F.  Hoser,  Sec'y. 


REVIEW  OF  THE  SEASON 

By  Edwin  J.  Anderson 

The  early  flow  from  fruit,  upland  cress,  and  wild  flowers  was  good. 
The  clover  flow  later  was  almost  a  complete  failure.  Light  comb  honey 
and  light  extracted  are  both  very  scarce.  A  small  mid-summer  flow  oc- 
curred from  wild  flowers  and  honey  dew  with  a  limited  amount  of  clover 
in  a  few  areas.  The  result  was  a  small  crop  of  dark  comb  honey  of  poor 
quality  and  very  poor  appearance.  Extracted  honey  being  equally  dark 
and  of  medium  flavor. 

The  buckwheat  flow  was  only  fair  being  considerably  below  last  year 
in  quantity.  The  quality  is  good  and  in  some  areas  of  the  State,  sec- 
tions were  well  filled. 

The  fall  flow  has  been  fair  in  northern  Pennsylvania  and  above 
average  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  The  flow  is  very  late  due  to 
the  absence  of  frost.  Nectar  is  still  coming  in  freely  on  the  9th  of  Octo- 
ber. This  late  flow  has  been  a  big  help  in  one  way  since  many  colonies 
were  extremely  short  of  honey  in  the  brood'  chambers.  Extensive  feed- 
ing would  have  been  necessary  had  it  not  been  for  this  fall  flow.  Much 
of  the  fall  honey  is  being  stored  in  the  brood  chambers  but  strong  col- 
onies are  working  in  the  supers  also.  A  considerable  quantity  of  this 
honey  will  be  put  on  the  market  and  will  have  some  adverse  effect  on 
the  future  sales  especially  with  customers  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  using  clover  honey. 

Some  of  the  larger  beekeepers  are  buying  clover  honey  to  take  care 
of  their  retail  trade.  This  move  will  help  considerably  to  stabilize  the 
market. 

The  heavy  fall  flow  has  reduced  the  amount  of  fall  brood  rearing 
and  may  cause  the  bees  to  go  into  winter  short  of  young  bees.     The 
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quality  of  winter  supplies  is  also  below  normal  and  will  encourage  dysen- 
tary  during  a  severe  winter.  Feeding  with  a  thick  sugar  syrup  will  help 
prevent  dysentary  but  extensive  feeding  may  not  be  possible  because  ot 
the  crowded  brood  chambers  especially  in  the  southern  areas  of  the 
State. 

In  the  west  and  northern  sections,  prices  have  advanced  some  for 
comb  honey.  Prices  for  extracted  honey  have  stiffened  a  little  but  changes 
have  not  been  extensive. 

According  to  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  of  the  U.  S.  D.  A. 
109,788  pounds  of  honey  were  shipped  into  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh 
from  outside  the  State  during  the  last  two  weeks. 


DELAWARE  AND  PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY  NEWS 

By  Harry  B.  Pye 

There  still  is  a  little  honey  coming  in  due  to  the  unusual  warm 
weather.  The  hottest  days  in  many  years.  But  this  will  not  make  up 
for  the  shortage  of  surplus  that  many  beekeepers  are  bound  to  show 
due  to  the  hot,  dry  weather  during  the  month  of  July.  August  would 
have  been  a  good  month  only  it  rained  and  rained,  thsn  September 
found  us  having  everything  on  the  calendar  in  weather,  but  snow.  The 
wise  beekeepar  will  not  rob  his  bees  of  their  stores  even  though  his  sur- 
plus will  not  be  ^reat.  So  thpv  will  winter  over  v/ell.  It  is  certain  many 
will  be  buying  from  other  sections  of  the  country  to  keep  their  trade 
well  supplied  with  honey. 

Hope  this  is  the  information  you  desire.  Sorry  I  had  to  hold  it  up 
so  long.    If  there  is  anything  else  needed,  please  call  on  me. 

This  year  the  swarms  pepped  out  in  large  numbers — some  of  these 
were  due  to  weather  condition,  but  many  to  the  beekeeper.  During  Sep- 
tember I  saw  and  heard  quite  a  number  and  most  of  these  were  due  to 
crowded  hives. 


BLAIR  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Frederick  Hahman 

We  have  had  a  killing  frost  here  this  morning,  hence  but  little  aster 
honey  will  be  gathered  from  now  on. 

The  season  closes,  as  about  the  poorest  for  many  years,  regarding 
the  honey  crop. 

I  have  been  chary  in  taking  honey  from  the  colonies,  therefor  have 
ample  stores  of  early  gathered  surplus.  All  of  the  colonies  that  were 
run  for  comb  honey  will  need  some  help,  which  can  be  adequately  fur- 
nished from  the  colonies  that  received  the  surplus  equipment  from  such 
colonies  on  the  opening  of  the  clover  flow. 


The  white,  sweet  clover  crop  yielded  practically  no  nectar, 
not  have  much  white  sweet  clover. 


We  do 


The  surplus,  that  we  obtained  was  mostly  from  yellow  sweet  clover, 
which  bloomed  about  at  the  time  that  white  clover  blooms  in  June. 
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Strange  to  say,  we  had  no  honey  dew  at  our  apiary.  From  the 
northern  part  of  our  county,  there  are  reports  of  plenty  of  such. 

Golden  rod  is  most  plentiful  here  in  the  latter  part  of  August  and 
thru  part  of  September.  It  never  seems  to  yield  anything  here,  not  even 
enough  this  year,  to  produce  brood  rearing.  I  have  never  noticed  queens 
to  be  so  indifferent  to  egg-laying,  during  that  time.  I  fear  that  we  will 
fopo  fViie  wi«<"'»»'  witT-i  o  Hpnrtb  of  voiinir  bees. 

My  bees  will  be  packed  with  good  packing  against  the  cold  winds 
we  have  here  in  Pennsylvania.  We  read  about  the  less-packing  now  in 
vogue.  I  am  sure  that  is  a  fallacy.  We  cannot  depend  on  snow  protec- 
tion here,  as  obtains  in  other  states.  To  bank  on  warm  sunshine  in  early 
spring,  is  sheer  nonsense.  We  have  no  sunshine  here  at  night  but  we 
do  have  cold,  icy  winds  that  blow.  It  feels  comforting  to  know  that  our 
bees  are  clustered  warm  in  their  brood   nest  "as  snug  as  a  bug  in  a  rug." 

Good  food  is  the  main  factor  in  wintering  bees  out  of  doors,  however, 
good  protection  is  of  vast  imprtance.    It  keeps  the  worker  bees  young. 


ERIE  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  E.  E.  Root 

The  honey  flow  this  fall  has  been  very  good.  It  has  been  very  heavy 
as  the  fall  crop,  buckwheat  was  very  heavy  and  the  goldenrod  came 
along  just  as  heavy  as  the  buckwheat  crop.  The  bees  are  in  very  good 
shape  for  the  winter.  Unless  something  happens  to  them  now,  they 
will  winter  well  as  the  food  chambers  are  full  and  there  is  quite  a  lot 
of  young  brood  at  present  time. 

We  were  very  unfortunate,  like  all  other  beekeepers  in  this  section  of 
the  State.  We  had  no  clover  to  speak  of.  The  honey  which  I  have 
secured  this  year  is  a  fall  crop  of  a  very  good  grade.  The  price  of  honey 
in  this  section  is  just  about  the  same  as  last  year.  I  can  see  no  change 
as  to  prices. 

Prom  forty-seven  producing  hives  I  have  harvested  4,488  pounds  of 
fall  crop  of  honey  so  my  average  was  almost  one  hundred  pounds  per 
colony.    I  think  this  is  very  good  for  the  fall  crop  this  year. 

Just  a  few  words  about  the  two  queen  colonies  that  I  ran  this  year. 
I  started  one  colony  on  May  27th.  The  other  one  was  started  June  2d,, 
with  two  virgin  queens  on  May  10th.  They  were  laying  well  as  that  was 
the  next  date  that  I  looked  at  them.  This  hive  was  trying  to  swarm  on 
June  2d.  I  found  the  old  queen  crawling  in  front  of  the  hive.  Upon 
examining  the  hive  I  found  that  there  were  two  virgins  almost  ready 
to  emerge  so  I  killed  the  old  queen  and  divided  the  hive  with  five  frames 
of  hatching  brood  in  the  top -hive  body  and  five  frames  with  what  brood 
there  was  in  the  bottom.  I  then  gave  them  five  frames  of  foundation 
each  and  watched  them  from  that  time  to  see  that  they  did  not  try  and 
swarm  on  me.  This  hive  produced  267  pounds  of  honey  from  June  2d 
till  the  end  of  the  honey  flow,  which  has  not  been  over  a  we'^k  yet.  Th'^re 
is  a  slight  amount  of  aster  honey  coming  in  yet.  The  other  hive  that 
was  started  on  June  2d,  did  not  do  so  well,  one  queen  failing,  and  they 
were  superseded  in  the  middle  of  July,  which  threw  them  back  a  few 
days.  Their  production  was  231  pounds.  It  would  have  been  just  as 
good  a  producer  as  the  second  one  if  it  had  not  superseded  itself. 

Our  Fall  rains  have  started  now.  We  expect  the  frost  to  kill  all  the 
honey-flow  that  is  coming  in.     It  is  very  little  at  present.    With  the 
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crop  gathered  now,  the  bees  are  in  fine  shape  for  winter.    All  that  we 
can  hope  for  is  a  mild  weather  so  that  the  bees  will  winter  in  good  shape. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  W.  Beaver 

Another  season  come  and  gone.  That  big  clover  crop,  that  we  look- 
ed for  last  spring,  did  not  materialize.  Clover  never  looked  so  good  as 
it  did  in  May.  With  the  two-story  brood  chambers,  most  of  our  colonies 
were  full  of  bees.    With  plenty  of  stores,  we  unpacked  them  in  May. 

Clover  began  to  bloom  earlier  than  usual  but  on  account  of  the 
drought,  which  had  already  began,  the  clover  soon  burned  up.  With  fruit 
bloom,  raspberry  and  clover,  we  took  off  about  26  pounds  per  colony  of 
more  or  less  amber  honey.  The  dry  weather  continued,  with  the  result 
that  about  half  the  usual  amount  of  buckwheat  was  sown.  That  got 
hardly  big  enough  to  cut  and  we  had  only  about  one-third  of  an  average 
crop  of  buckwheat  honey.  Mr.  E.  W.  Alexander  once  said  that  if  we  did 
our  part  the  Lord  would  do  his  part. 

If  our  colonies  had  not  been  strong,  we  would  have  had  a  short  crop 
indeed.  Our  bees  have  an  abunc^ance  of  stores  for  winter.  They  might 
be  heavier  in  bees.  I  think  that  the  bees  in  them  are  mostly  voung  bees 
with  not  much  field  v/ork  as  the  goldenrod  did  not  give  any  honey  this 
season.  As  a  usual  thing,  when  there  is  a  heavy  late  flow,  there  is  quite 
a  heavy  loss  of  old  bee.i  during  the  winter.  The  colonies  are  left  weak 
in  the  spring. 

The  sharp  advance  in  the  price  of  honey  will  compensate  somewhat 
for  the  short  crop  and  this  without  the  help  of  Sec'y  Wallace. 

We  have  just  harvested  one  of  the  biggest  crops  of  apples  we  ever 
raised  from  our  four-acre  orchard.  We  will  probably  need  the  Secre- 
tary's help  to  dispose  of  them  at  a  fair  price. 

We  will  soon  pack  the  bees  for  winter.  We  still  use  the  quadruple 
case  as  we  find  this  about  the  best  protection  for  this  locality. 

We  have  done  lot  of  experimenting  in  the  past  but,  as  there  is  no 
law  against  experimenting,  we  are  prone  to  keep  it  up  for  nothing  more 
than  the  fun  we  get  out  of  it. 

Last  winter  we  were  short  of  cases.  I  said  to  the  boys  that  this 
provided  a  good  chance  to  experiment  by  leaving  some  colonies  unpro- 
tected. We  left  8  colonies  with  just  the  cover  and  a  sheet  of  celotex 
under  them.  We  put  a  carpet  on  the  frames.  There  were  two  strong 
ones  in  the  spring,  five  weak  and  one  dead.  This  was  a  well  protected 
yard,  having  woods  and  a  high  hill  back  of  it.    It  slopsd  to  the  south. 

The  balance  of  the  yarrl  w^s  packed  in  auadvuple  cases.  They  had 
about  the  same  percent  of  dead  with  the  exception  that  most  of  the 
colonies  were  strong.  Had  there  been  a  good  clover  flow,  the  difference 
would  have  been  greater  in  the  amount  of  honey  stored.  With  th2  poor 
clover  flow,  there  was  not  as  much  difference  in  production  as  they  built 
up  by  the  time  the  buckwheat  flow  started. 

My  advice  is  that  if  you  have  a  good  way  to  winter  bees  in  your 
immediate  location,  you  had  better  stick  to  it.  May  you  have  a  good 
Thanksgiving  dinner,  a  Merry  Christmas,  a  happy  and  prosperous  New 
Year. 
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WAX  WORKED  INTO  FOUNDATION     ^ 


Many  beekeepers  ship  their  wax  here  for  wax  credit  and  when  founda- 
tion is  wanted,  order  it  made  as  they  need.  Your  wax  is  worked  into 
foundation  at  the  following  quantity  prices.  10-lb.  lots  or  more.  Cannot 
work  less. 

WORKING  PRICES  PER  POUND  IN  QUANTITIES  OF 
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when  ordering 
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"Hercules"  Plain 

"Hercules"  Wired  

Medium  Brood  Plain  . 
Medium  Brood  Wired 
Light  Brood  41/2x161/2" 
Thin  Surplus  


25 
lbs. 


$0.20 
.25 
.19 
.24 
.25 
.25 


50 
lbs. 


$0.16 
.23 
.14 
.22 
.23 
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100 
lbs. 
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lbs. 
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SIZES 


KIND  OP  FRAME 


One  piece 

bottom  bar 

Standard 


Hoffman  size  

Jumbo  size  

5%   Shallow  Ext 

41/4x41/4  Sections 

4    x5      Sections  

414x41/4x1%  Sections  (Split) 


8  xl6% 
10  xl6% 
41/2XI61/2 
378X16 
3HXI414 
41/8x171/4 


Split 
bottom  bar 
frame    size 
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NOTE   THE  NEW  LOW  WAX   RENDERING  PRICES 

Send  us  your  Old  Combs  and  Capplngs  to  render  into  wax.  Our 
Steam  Wax  Presses  do  perfect  work,  extracting  the  very  last  drop 
of  wax.  We  charge  only  2c  a  pound  for  wax  rendered  when  your 
Comb  weighs  more  than  one  hundred  pounds,  and  3c  a  pound 
for  wax  rendered  when  Comb  weighs  less  than  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  we  pay  the  highest  Cash  Price  possible  for  your  wax. 


(CUT  OUT  THIS  COUPON  AND   SEND  WITH  YOUR   ORDER 
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IMPORTANT: 

Fill    in    your    Name 
and  Address 


It 

If 

t 

y 
t 
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y 
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♦!♦■ 


This     certificate     for 
one    Dollar    in    i>ay- 
ment   for  having  your 
Beeswax  worked  into       •-♦ 
]>(Iuth's  Comb  Found-     \*f 
ation  when  your  or-       *"* 
der  amounts  to  $10.0C 
or    more.      Only   one 
certificate      will      be 
honored  with  a  pur- 
chase.    (Taken    from 
Penn.  Beekeeper). 
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CLIP.   MUTH 

THE  FRED  W.  MUTH  CO. 

"HONEY  MEN  SINCE  1858" 
229  WALNUT  STREET  CINCINNATI,  OHIO 
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Many  beekeepers  ship  their  wax  here  for  wax  credit  and  when  founda- 
tion is  wanted,  order  it  made  as  they  need.  Your  wax  is  worked  into 
foundation  at  the  following  quantity  prices.  10-lb.  lots  or  more.  Cannot 
work  less. 

WORKING  PRICES  PER  POUND  IN  QUANTITIES  OF 


Give  size 
when  ordering 


Shcctsj 

to  lb. 


'^Hercules"  Plain 

"Hercules"   Wired   

Medium  Brood  Plain  , 
Medium  Brood  Wired 
Light  Brood  4V'2Xl6i4" 
Thin  Surplus  


10 
lbs. 
$0.24 
.29 
.23 

.27 
.23 


25 

lbs. 


50 
lbs. 


100 
lbs. 


$0.20 
.25 
.19 
.24 
.25 
.25 


$0.16 
.23 
.14 
.22 
.23 
.24 
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.11 
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Hoffman  size  

Jumbo  size  

5%   Shallow  Ext. 
4Vix4i,4  Sections 
4    x5      Sections 
4Ux4'ixr 


Sections  (Split) 

NOTE   THE   NEW   LOW  WAX   RENDERING   PRICES 

Send  us  your  Old  Combs  and  Cappings  to  render  into  wax. 


Steam  Wax  Presses  do  perfect  work,  extracting  the  very  last  drop 
of  wax.  We  charge  only  2c  a  pound  for  wax  rendered  when  your 
Comb  weighs  more  than  one  hundred  pounds,  and  3c  a  pourd 
for  wax  rendered  when  Comb  weighs  less  than  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  we  pay  the  highest  Cash  Price  possible  for  your  wax. 
(CUT  OUT  THIS   COUPON  AND   SEND  WITH   YOUR   ORDER " 
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One  piece 

bottom  bar 

Standard 


8     xl6% 

10     xl6% 

4V2xl6y2 
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Split 
bottom  bar 
frame    size 
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IMPORTANT: 

Fill    in    your    Name 
and  Address 


This     certificate     for 
one    Dollar    in    pay- 
ment  for  having  your 
Beeswax  worked  into 
Muth's  Comb  Found- 
ation when  your  or- 
der amounts  to  $10.0C 
or    more.      Only    one 
certificate      will      be 
honored  with  a  pur 
chase.     (Taken    from 
Penn.   Beekeeper). 
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THE  FRED  W.  MUTH  CO. 
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229  WALNUT  STREET 


"HONEY  MEN  SINCE  1858" 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO 
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PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  BEEKEEPERS'  ASSOCIATION 

Room  D,  Farm  Show  Building 

Wednesday  Morning  9:30 
Opening  Remarks  by  the  President— J.  S.  Fleck,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Invocation— Rev.  Luther  L.  Lengel,  Stone  Church,  Pa. 
Address  of  Welcome— Hon.  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Pleasure  and  Profit  from  Beekeeping— Richard  C.  Lightner,  Vocational 

Education  Advisor,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Destruction  of  the  Viability  and  Virulence  of  Bacillus  Larvae  by  Heating 
— C.  E.  Bumside,  Associate  Apiculturist,  Bureau  of  Entomology, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Apiary  Inspection— H.  B.  Kirk,  Acting  Apiary  Inspector,  Har- 
risburg 

Ways  and  Means  of  Securing  Aid,  either  through  the  County  or  State 
to  Further  the  Control  of  American  Foulbrood;  and  Further  the 
Advancement  of  All  Bee  Work  in  the  Counties  by  Elmer  G. 
Reustle 

Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer— H.  M.  Snavely,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Election  of  Officers 

President's  Address,  Fellowship  With  Beekeepers — J.  S.  Fleck 

Serio-Comic  Side  of  Beekeeping — H.  C.  Deibert,  Bedford,  Pa. 

Composition  and  Properties  of  Honey— E.  J.  Anderson,  Extension  Apiar- 
ist, State  College,  Pa. 

Is  Bee  Culture  Profitable? — George  J.  Abrams,  Specialist  in  Apiculture, 
University  of  Maryland,  College  Park,  Md. 

Business  Session 

Wednesday  Evening  6:30 
Beekeepers'  Banquet.     Turkey  Dinner,  Price  $.75  cents.     Sixth  Street 

United  Brethren  Church,  Sixth  and  Seneca  Streets,  Harrisburg, 
Penna. 

Beekeepers'  Song 

Points  to  Observe  in  Preparing  Honey  and  Wax  for  Exhibition — C.  E. 
Burnside 
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Your  Southern  Neighbor  Extends  A  Hand— George  J.  Abrams 

Musical  Number— Chimes— H.  C.  Deibert 

Illustrated  Pictures— Honey  Plants  in  Pennsylvania— E.  J.  Anderson 

Thursday  Morning  9:30 
The  Use  of  Honey  in  the  Kitchen  and  Menu— Mrs.  A.  B.  McHenry,  Still- 
water, Pa. 
Review  of  Papers  Presented  at  the  Apicultural  Section,  American  As- 
sociation for  the  Advancement  of  Science— December  1939— C.  E. 
Bumside 
Preparation  and  Sale  of  Honey  at  Roadside  Market- 
Some  By-products  of  Beekeeping— D.  C.  Babcock,  Advertising  Manager, 

A.  I.  Root  Company,  Medina,  Ohio 
Roll  Call  of  Counties  and  Representatives  of  Supply  Companies 

Thursday  Afternoon  1:30 
Marketing  and  Advertising  Honey— George  J.  Abrams 
Advantages   of    the   Modified   Dadant   Hive— Walter   Severson,   Albany 

Branch  Mgr.,  G.  B.  Lewis  Co.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Topic  for  Discussion— A.  T.  Keil,  Mars,  Pa. 

Demonstration  of  Cappings  Cleaner— E.  S.  Hacker,  Ephrata,  Pa. 
Reports  of  Committees 

Adjournment. 

IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Make  reservation  for  the  Beekeepers'  Banquet  early.     Tickets  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Anderson.    Here's  the  Menu: 


Roast  Turkey 
Celery 


Turkey  Dinner — 75  cents 
Fruit  Cup 

Mashed  Potatoes — ^Peas 
Rolls 

Coffee — ^Ice   Cream — ^Mints 
Sixth  Street  United  Brethren  Church 


Filling— Gravy 
Cranberry  Sauce 


Sixth  and  Seneca  Streets,  Harrisburg 
REMARKS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY— H.  M.  Snavely 

The  first  thing  you  will  probably  notice  in  this  issue  is  the  Program 
of  the  Annual  Meeting  at  the  Farm  Show,  Harrisburg.  January  17  and 
18.  You  will  notice  the  name  of  Dr.  C-  E.  Burnside,  Associate  Anicul- 
turist  of  the  Dept.  of  Entomology,  Washington,  who  is  an  authority  on 
bee  diseases,  will  speak  each  day  and  at  the  banquet  in  the  evening. 
Then  we  have  secured  the  service  of  Mr.  George  J.  Abrams,  Specialist 
in  Bee  Culture  of  The  University  of  Maryland.  These  two  men  alone 
should  make  it  worthwhile  for  you  to  come  a  long  distance.  They  are 
the  guest  speakers,  and  know  their  subject.  But  that  is  not  all.  Look 
over  the  program  and  study  the  variety  of  speakers  and  subjects.  There 
is  something  there  which  will  be  of  interest  to  every  beekeeper. 

The  banquet  Wednesday  evening  should  receive  a  large  support. 
You  may  wonder  why  the  change  of  location.  This  was  done  because 
of  easy  access  from  the  Farm  Show  Buildings  To  reach  the  Sixth 
Street  United  Brethren  Church,  yau  will  go  West  on  McClay  Street, 
(toward  the  river)  to  the  second  Street  from  the  railroad  bridge,  then 
turn  right  (North)  about  four  blocks  to  the  church.  Then  there  is 
another  feature.  The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  the  church  have  promised 
a  real  turkey  dinner,  with  all  the  fixings,  for  the  sum  of  an  ordinary 
banquet.  Let's  all  go  to  the  banquet.  We  should  have  a  large  attend- 
ance. 

Thursday  will  be  no  less  interesting  than  Wednesday.    Plan  to  come 
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and  stayi  for  both  days.  While  the  bees  are  snugly  resting  in  the  hives 
with  plenty  of  food,  come  to  Harrisburg  and  get  into  the  hum  and  buzz 
of  real  fellowship  with  your  beekeeper  friends.  And,  don't  forget,  the 
State  Association.  We  have  now  twenty-four  counties  affiliated  with  tHe 
State  Association,  with  more  than  five  hundred  members.  Thanks  to 
one  and  all  for  your  help;  and  until  we  see  you,  a  very  joyous  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year. 


THE  WIIWERS  AT  LAST  WINTER'S  FARM  PRODUCTS  SHOW 

The  winners  of  the  commercial  classes  of  last  winter  are  given  be- 
low.   In  order  to  save  space  only  the  commercial  classes  are  included. 

Class  100— Light  Comb  Honey 

Placing:  Name  Address 

1  John  R.  Smith  Tionesta 

2  H.  M.  Snavely  Carlisle 

3  Treesdale  Farms   Mars 

4  D.  C.  Gilham  Schuylkill  Haven 

5  Roger  Wagner  White  Haven 

6  Gillan   Bros St.  Thomas 

7  F.  W.  Baldoser  Carlisle 

Class  101 — Dark  Comb  Honey 

1  Roy  K.  Howell Saylorsburg 

2  Treesdale  Farms,  Inc Mars 

3  A.  T.  Keil Mars 

4  Leonard  Good  Mountain  Top 

5  Harvey  Frantz  Nazareth 

6  Floyd  H.  Sandt Easton,  R.  D.  No.  2 

Class  102— White  Extracted  Honey 

1  H.  M.  Snavely Carlisle 

2  Trexler  Farms  Schnecksville 

3  Clark  Kostenbader  Lewisburg 

4  Robert  Johnson  Drifton 

5  John  S.  Eby  Manheim 

6  Merle  Fisher  Granville 

7  Dagotin   Bros „ Sugar  Loaf 

8  Gillan  Bros st.  Thomas 

Class  103— Extra  Light  Amber  Extracted 

1  Trexler  Farms  Schnecksville 

2  LeRoy  Spade  Myerstown 

3  Enos  Hess  Mechanicsburg 

4  Floyd  H.  Sandt  Easton,  R.  D.  2 

5  John   S.   Eby   Manheim 

6  Treesdale  Farms  Inc Mars 

7  Leonard  Good  Mountain  Top 

8  D.  C.  Gilham  Schuylkill  Haven 

Class  104 — Light  Amber  Extracted  Honey 

1  Trexler  Farms  Schnecksville 

2  Daniel  A.  Brubaker  Ephrata 

3  Floyd  H.  Sandt  Easton,  R.  D.  2 

4  Treesdale  Farms   Inc Mars 

5  D.  C.  Gilham  Schuyikiil  Haven 

6  William  S.  Weaver Macungie 

7  H.  W.  Dennis  Allentown 

8  Roy  K.  Howell  Saylorsburg 
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Placing:  Name  Address 

Class  105— Amber  Extracted  Honey 

1  Trexler  Farms  Schnecksville 

2  LeRoy  Spade  Myerstown 

3  H.  M.  Snavely  Carlisle 

4  Floyd  H.  Sandt  Easton,  R.  D.  2 

5  Treesdale  Farms  Mars 

6  D.  C.  Gilham  Schuylkill  Haven 

7  Roy  K.  Howell  Saylorsburii 

Class  106— Dark  Extracted  Honey 

1  F*loyd  H.  Sandt  Easton,  R.  D.  2 

2  Trexler   Farms   Schnecksville 

3  Roy  K.  Howell  Saylorsburg 

4  Lukas  Bros North  East 

5  A.  T.  Keil Mars 

6  William  Seibert  Myerstown, 

7  E.  E.  Root  Erie 

8  Treesdale  Farms  Inc Mars 

Class  107— Crystallized  Extracted  Honey 

1  Treesdale  Farms  Inc Mars 

2  D.  C.  Gilham Schuylkill  Haven 

3  Enos  H.  Hess Mechanicsburg 

4  H.  M.  Snavely  Carlisle 

5  John  S.  Eby  Manheim,  R.  D.  2 

6  A.  T.  Keil  Mars 

7  Floyd  H.  Sandt  Easton 

8  Trexler  Farms  Schnecksville 

Class  108— Crystallized  Extracted  Honey  in  Pails 

1  H.  M.  Snavely  Carlisle 

2  John  S.  Eby  Manheim 

3  Treesdale  Farms  Inc Mars 

4  D.  C.  Gilham  Schuylkill  Haven 

5  Trexler  Farms   Schnecksville 

6  Daniel  A.  Brubaker  Ephrata 

7  A.  T.  Keil  Mars 

8  Floyd  H.  Sandt  Easton,  R.  D.  2 

Class  109 — Creamed  Extracted  Honey 

1  Trexler  Farms  Schnecksville 

2  H.  M.  Snavely Carlisle 

3  Robert  3.  Royer  Lebanon,  R.  D.   1 

4  Treesdale  Farms  Inc Mars 

5  Floyd  H.   Sandt  Easton 

6  A.  T.  Keil ' Mars 

7  LeRoy  Spayd  Myerstown 

Class  110 — Beeswax 

1  LeRoy  Spade  Myerstown 

2  Dagotin  Bros Sugarloaf 

3  Gillan  Bros St.  Thomas 

4  Trexler  Farms  Schnecksville 

5  John  S.  Eby  '. Manheim 

6  Floyd  H.  Sandt  Easton 

7  H.  W.  Dennis  AUentowr 

8  D.  C.  Gilham  Schuylkill  Haven 


^ 


i 


< 


^'.*» 


Class  111— Individual  Collective  Exhibits 

1  Floyd  H  Sandt Easton 

2  Roy  K.  Howell  Saylorsburg 

3  H.  M.  Snavely  Carlisle 

4  Treesdale  Farms  Inc Mars 

5  Trexler  Farms  Schnecksville 

6  D.  C.  Gilham  Schuylkill  Haven 

7  John  S.  Eby  Manheim 

Class  112— Honey  Vinegar 

1  D.  C.  Gilham  Schuylkill  Haven 

2  H.  M.  Snavely  Carlisl? 

3  Treesdale  Farms  Mars 

4  J.  N.  Hainley Ephrata 

5  H.   W.  Dennis   Allentown 

6  Daniel  A.  Brubaker Ephrata 

7  Abram  A.  Brubaker  Ephrata 

Class  113— County  or  Association  Collective  Exhibits 

1  Luzerne  County  Beekeepers  Assn.,  Leonard  Good,  Sec. 

2  Lehigh  Valley  Beekeepers  Assn.,  H.  W.  Dennis,  Sec. 

3  Cumberland,  County  Beekeepers  Assn.,  Enos  Hess,  Sec. 

4  Lehigh  Valley  Beekeepers  Assn. 
Northampton  County  Branch,  H.  W.  Dennis,  Sec. 

5  Lancaster  County  Beekeepers  Assn.,  D.  L.  Burkholder,  Sec. 

6  Adams  County  Beekeepers  Assn.,  M.  T.  Hartman,  Sec. 

o 

BACK -LOT   BEEKEEPING  MADE   PROFITABLE 

By  W.  E.  Dunham 
The  Ohio  State  University 

Back-lot  beekeeping  is  usually  interpreted  as  including  amateur  bee- 
keepers and  those  keeping  honeybees  as  an  avocation.  Not  so  many 
years  ago  practically  all  apiarists  could  be  classified  as  small  scale  op- 
erators. With  the  invention  of  the  movable  frame  hive  by  Rev.  L.  L. 
Langsstroth  American  beekeeping  really  had  its  birth.  The  period  tol- 
lowing  this  outstanding  contribution  by  Rev.  Langsstroth  and  extending 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Pure  Food  Law  in  1906  was  marked  by  comb  honey 
production.  Immediately  following  the  Pure  Food  Law  more  interest 
was  manifested  in  producing  extracted  honey  as  the  consuming  public 
was  assured  of  its  purity.  The  real  impetus  in  the  production  of  ex- 
tracted honey  occurred  during  the  period  of  the  world  war  as  strained 
honey  sold  at  fantastic  prices.  Apiarists  expended  their  operations  as 
thsy  realized  for  the  first  time  the  commercial  opportunities  in  this 
fascinating  field  of  agriculture.  In  more  recent  years  commercial  ex- 
pansion has  been  astounding  in  the  important  states  of  the  clover  belt 
and  the  annual  production  of  a  single  producer  has  frequently  past  the 
200,000  pound  mark. 

Even  with  this  trend  toward  Increased  comihercial  aspects  of  the 
honey  industry,  nevertheless  small  beekeepers  make  up  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  personnel  of  our  field  and  they  constitute  the  backbone  of  our 
industry. 

Commercial  beekeepers  have  discarded  comb  honey  production  al- 
most exclusively  since  its  production  is  not  well  adapted  to  large  scale 
operations  nor  is  it  well  adapted  to  merchandizing  in  the  large  channels 
of  distribution.  However,  the  consuming  public  still  demand  large  quan- 
titicr:  of  somb  honey  as  they  appreciate  its  attractive  appearance  and  its 
unexcelled  flavor.  Small  beekeepers  will  do  well  to  cater  to  this  trade 
since  the  size  of  their  business  adapts  itself  well  to  the  production  of 
comb  honey.    The  small  apiarist  can  spend  more  time  in  the  production 
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phase  of  this  crop,  can  overcome  the  breakage  factor  since  he  can  sell 
it  locally,  and  also  avoid  losses  through  granulation  in  the  comb  as  he 
can  dispose  of  his  crop  promptly  to  local  trade.  Back-lot  beekeepers 
also  have  a  splendid  opportunity  of  developing  a  trade  for  chunk  noney 
This  honey  should  be  produced  in  the  shallow  extractmg  super  with  tne 
"thin  super"  grade  of  foundation  to  insure  a  thin  mid  rib  of  the  comb. 
The  comb  is  cut  out  of  the  frames,  cut  up  in  strips  of  a  desired  size  and 
placeQ  in  giass  jars  arauiiu  wmcii  lo  y\ju.i.e\j.  ^^^^^*a.s^^^x^  **^»*«.^.  i.^  *c 
duce  the  granulation  problem  of  such  a  pack  the  extracted  clover  honey 
should  first  be  heated  to  160  degrees  F.  for  30  minutes,  allowed  to  cool 
to  115  degrees  F.  and  then  poured  in  the  jars  containing  the  cut  comb. 
Because  of  the  extremely  attractive  appearance  of  this  pack  it  has  a 
tremendous  eye  appeal  to  the  shopping  housewife.  She  recognizes  also 
the  advantage  of  such  a  dual  pack  as  it  offers  both  the  extracted  and 
comb  forms  of  honey.  The  small  beekeeper  has  no  commercial  compe- 
tition with  this  pack,  but  he  must  recognize  that  it  should  be  packed 
only  during  the  early  fall  months  and  that  he  should  sell  it  in  amounts 
that  will  be  quickly  absorbed  by  his  trade.  To  add  variety  the  small 
beekeeper  should  produce  some  extracted  honey.  For  best  results  in 
bottling  extracted  honey  Pennsylvania  growers  should  refer  to  the  com- 
mendable bulletin  recently  published  by  their  Extension  Apiarist,  Prof. 
E.  J.  Anderson. 

Even  the  small  beekeeper  would  do  well  to  use  the  U.  S.  honey  grades 
insofar  as  possible.  Probably  the  average  honey  customer  knows  less 
about  honey  than  we  do  when  purchasing  our  grocery  supplies.  When- 
ever we  see  a  U.  S.  grade  stamped  on  containers  our  confidence  in  that 
commodity  increases  and  nine  times  out  of  ten  we  purchase  it  in  pref- 
erence to  some  other  brand  unclassified  according  to  U.  S.  grades.  The 
use  of  the  U.  S.  grades  helps  also  to  eliminate  unfair  competition  where 
honey  is  featured  on  the  basis  of  price  rather  than  quality. 

Probably  the  small  beekeeper  is  one  of  the  most  colorful  persons  in 
his  neighborhood.  His  neighbors  marvel  at  his  enthusiasm  for  his  work 
and  the  interesting  things  he  shows  them  in  his  apiary.  No  little  pub- 
licity is  gained  for  him  from  the  swarming  capers  which  his  colonies 
may  put  on  during  the  swarming  season.  This  local  human  element 
helps  to  build  consumer  demand  for  his  crop.  The  beekeeper  should  not 
be  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  his  community  prefers  the  honey  produced 
locally  and  that  the  honey  in  stores  may  have  come  from  some  distant 
section  of  the  country  and  that  its  flavor  is  totally  strange  to  the  local 
housewife. 


AMPLE  VENTILATION  IS  DESIRABLE 

Some  experimental  work  was  carried  out  by  J.  F.  Reinhart  in  the 
state  of  Iowa  to  study  the  efl:ect  of  ventilation  on  ripening  of  honey 
Mr.  Reinhart  found  that  many  varying  conditions  had  a  direct  effect 
on  this  process  as  carried  out  in  the  hive. 

Under  favorable  conditions  there  was  little  difference  as  to  the  size 
or  location  of  the  entrance  or  how  large  it  was,  but  under  unfavorable 
conditions  a  larger  entrance  or  a  top  entrance  hastened  the  ripening 
of  nectar.  It  would  seem  therefore  to  be  desirable  to  provide  the  bees 
with  a  large  entrance  during  the  summer  when  they  are  gathering  nec- 
tar. 

Under  very  unfavorable  conditions  a  colony  with  a  small  entrance 
required  21  days  to  ripen  nectar  while  a  colony  with  a  large  or  full  size 
entrance  required  11  days.  A  colony  with  top  and  bottom  entrance  re- 
quired only  six  days.  Under  favorable  conditions,  the  colony  with  a 
small  entrance  required  about  2  1-2  days  to  ripen  nectar,  while  the  col- 
ony with  a  top  and  bottom  entrance  required  about  1  1-2  to  2  days. 


The  summary  given  by  Mr.  Reinhart  in  the  Journal  of  Economic 
Entomology  Vol.  32,  October,  1939  is  as  follows: 
Conclusions — 

1.  Special  provision  for  upward  ventilation  was  effective  in  speed- 
ing up  and  completing  the  ripening  of  honey  under  conditions  of  mild 
weather  and  an  abundance  of  nectar. 

2.  Special  ventilation  is  of  little  value  to  the  honey  ripening  pro- 
cess when  weather  is  hot  and  excessively  dry  or  the  honey  flow  is  lignt. 

3.  Temperature,  humidity  and  the  character  of  honey  flow  are  im- 
portant factors  in  the  rate  of  honey  ripening  and  they  determine 
whether  special  provisions  for  ventilation  are  of  any  effect  on  the  speed 
of  the  honey  ripening  process. 


The  following  is  a  letter  received  by  Mr.  Houser  from  Scotland: 

August  9,  1939. 
Abram  Houser  Esq., 
Bellefonte,  Pa. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  today  your  letter  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me  from  the 
Rowett  Institute. 

Unfortunately  we  have  not,  so  far,  been  able  to  produce  many  leaf- 
lets on  Beekeeping  but  I  am  enclosing  what  we  have  at  the  moment. 
I  am  arranging  for  the  editor  of  the  Scottish  Beekeeper  to  send  you  a 
sample  copy. 

In  Scotland  generally,  especially  in  the  north  this  has  been  perhaps 
the  worst  bee  season  in  living  memory.  Averages  are  very  low  but  in 
cur  College  apiary  we  have  been  able  to  secure  about  26  pounds  per  hive 
which  is  rather  more  than  most  people  have  done  north  of  Forfarshire. 
Cur  conditions  of  course  are  very  poor  in  comparison  with  some  parts 
of  the  U.  S.  A.  and  the  normal  average  is  somewhere  around  40  pounds. 

Normally  we  get  a  honey  flow  from  two  sources  of  heather.  Firstly  the 
Bell  heather,  blooming  about  mid  July,  which  yields  a  fine  amber  colored 
honey.  This  Bell  heather  honey  is  quite  liquid  and  extracts  easily.  Sec- 
ondly W8  have  the  Ling  heather  honey.  Pure  Ling  honey  is  gelatinous 
in  nature  and  when  a  piece  of  comb  is  cut  the  honey  does  not  run.  The 
Ling  heather,  calluna  vulgaris,  begins  to  bloom  about  the  end  of  July 
and  continues  right  on  until  about  the  middle  of  this  month.  It  is 
interesting,  however,  that  it  is  only  during  the  early  stages  of  blooming 
that  the  plants  secrete  nectar.  Although  the  plants  may  bloom  for 
about  six  weeks  the  honey  flow  only  lasts  for  about  10  to  14  days.  In 
a  good  season  it  is  possible  to  harvest  about  40  lbs.  of  heather  honey  per 
stock  but  I  am  quite  content  if  I  get  anything  between  25  and  30  lbs. 
I  have  just  brouojht  my  bees  back  from  the  heather  and  my  average 
this  season  is  25  lbs. 

If  there  is  any  further  information  you  would  like  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  get  in  touch  with  you. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Alex  Deans 


THE  AMERICAN  HONEY  INSTITUTE 

The  new  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  American  Honey 
Institute  is  anxious  to  have  all  interested  beekeepers  pay  their  dues  to 
the  Institute. 

There  has  been  a  decided  decrease  in  membership  among  Pennsyl- 
vania beekeepers  during  the  present  year.  There  were  47  who  paid  dues 
last  year  and  only  37  during  1939  or  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  about 


21  per  cent.  The  Institute  will  not  be  able  to  function  long  if  this  loss 
of  membership  is  general  for  the  entire  country. 

There  will  be  report  of  accomplishments  published  by  Mrs.  Grace 
next  month.  It  might  be  well  for  all  of  us  to  look  this  over  carefully 
and  decide  whether  or  not  the  Institute  is  worthy  of  our  support.  Ii 
the  organization  is  worthy  of  our  support  we  had  better  do  our  part  be- 
fore it  is  too  late. 

The  address  of  the  chairman  is: 

V.  G.  Milum,  104  Vivarium  Bldg.,  Champaign,  Illinois. 

— o 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Enos  H.  Hess 

The  past  season  started  out  promising  with  colonies  in  orchards 
gaining  approximately  10  lbs.  per  colony  in  one  week,  some  gomg  as 
high  as  20  lbs.  The  locust  bloomed  well  but  gave  little  nectar.  Clover  of 
all  kinds  gave  little  nectar,  the  season  being  too  dry.  Colonies  that  came 
through  in  the  spring  with  plenty  of  stores  and  good  queens  with  plenty 
of  brood  did  give  some  surplus.  My  high  colony  produced  161  lbs.  sur- 
plus but  my  spring  comb  average  for  255  colonies  was  only  15  pounds. 
The  colonies  gathered  heavy  from  fall  aster  and  have  a  good  supply 
of  stores  such  as  it  is. 

The  market  for  honey  has  been  good. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Roy  H.  Herr 

The  following  notes  are  in  response  to  your  request  for  information 
concerning  honey  conditions  in  this  section. 

The  1939  beekeeping  season  opened  with  very  favorable  conditions 
during  the  fruit  bloom  period.  Colonies  built  up  nicely  for  the  mam 
honey  flow  which  did  not  materialize.  The  clover  suffered  materially 
from  the  eeneral  drought  and  as  a  result  very  little  clover  honey  was 
secured.  The  honey  gathered  later  from  various  sources  was  mostly  ot 
darker  color  and  somewhat  lower  quality  than  is  desired  by  our  local 
trade. 

To  overcome  this,  several  beekeepers  who  have  a  retail  trade,  are 
importing  light  honey  into  the  county  for  purposes  of  blending.  This 
practice  seems  to  work  out  nicely,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  satisfying 
the  customer,  and  from  the  standpoint  of  disposing  of  our  Fhort  crop 
as  well.  Honey  sales  are  holding  up  very  well  in  this  section.  The 
writer  is  exoeriencing  more  demand  for  5  pound  pails,  which  indicates 
that  some  folks  are  using  the  product  of  the  hive  more  faithfully. 

The  bees  seem  to  be  in  nice  shape  for  the  winter.  The  U\\  weather 
was  excellent  and  in  most  cases  the  bees  stored  a  considerable  amount 
of  fall  honey.  About  all  we  can  do  now  is  to  hope  for  the  best,  and  of 
course,  plan  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  in  January  at  Harrisburg. 
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TIOGA  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Walter  A.  Doud 

It  is  the  third  week  of  December  and  we  are  having  our  first  win- 
ter weather,  farmers  have  been  plowing  until  latter  part  of  the  week, 
ground  is  now  frozen  but  no  snow.  We  have  had  sufficient  rain  to  wet 
the  top  soil  but  not  to  any  depth  as  wells  are  still  dry  in  some  places. 

There  is  very  little  clover  seeding  due  to  the  drouth,  and  about  the 
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only  chance  of  a  crop  of  white  honey  next  year  is  from  white  clover  in 
pastures  and  bass-wood  and  both  are  rather  uncertain. 

Bees  started  the  winter  in  good  shape,  plenty  of  stores  and  young 
bees,  and  have  had  flight  recently. 

We  have  had  our  self-serving  roadside  market  for  five  years  and 
never  had  any  honey  taken  that  was  not  paid  for,  even  at  night.  The 
last  vear  or  two  it,  had  been  left  nnen  all  niffht.  until  the  nieht  of  Dec. 
3,  when  someone  took  everything  that  was  loose.  The  loss  was  not  so 
much  as  we  do  not  keep  a  large  stock  in  it  this  time  of  year  and  I  had 
been  too  busy  hunting  deer  to  restock  it,  about  $7.00,  but  it  is  disappoint- 
ing to  find  that  some  folk  have  so  little  honor.  Also  I  did  not  get  a  deer 
this  year. 

We  had  brought  to  our  attention  quite  forcibly  this  year  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  yards  well  scattered.    One  yard  at  my  brothers  that 
*  is  farthest  away  that  I  have  considered  bringing  near  home,  yielded 
about  60  lbs.  per  colony  of  buckwheat  honey,  and  the  other  less  than 
half  that. 

Honey  is  moving  rather  slowly  now,  however  we  have  sold  the  most 
of  our  buckwheat  in  one  lot  at  about  one  cent  more  per  pound  than  we 
got  for  clover  last  year,  so  if  nothing  happens  more  than  is  expected 
will  be  seeing  you  at  Harrisburg. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Leonard  Good 

The  prolonged  warm  autumn  certainly  was  welcomed  by  our  little 
winged  friends.  Though  it  was  dry,  the  bees  were  able  to  gather  much 
needed  stores.  Because  it  was  a  fairly  slow  nectar  flow  of  goldenrod 
and  aster,  they  were  able  to  ripen  it'  well  enough  to  make  a  fair  quality 
honey  for  winter  consumption. 

Our  surplus  crop  was  far  short  of  the  average  yield.  Yet  a  few  bee- 
keepers reported  a  good  crop,  though  quality  was  below  average.  More 
honey-dew  than  usual  were  the  reports  I  heard.  Everybody  is  hoping 
there  will  be  a  better  season  next  year. 

Sales  are  reported  to  be  fair.  There  is  little  change  in  the  retail 
market  prices. 

Several  of  our  beekeepers  are  planning  to  meet  their  fellow  beekeep- 
ers at  the  Farm  Show.  They  can  expect  a  busy  schedule.  Besides  the 
many  shows  and  displays  to  take  one's  time,  the  more  serious  business 
of  our  State  Association  must  not  be  forgotten.  And  in  between  we  can 
each  help  to  make  it  as  enjoyable  a  meeting  as  our  summer  picnic  at 
Senator  Sordoni's  farm  last  August.  Besides  grappling  with  our  old 
problems  of  A.  F.  B.  and  seasonal  manipulations  to  get  more  honey,  per- 
haps we  can  do  something  to  encourage  the  weather  m.an  to  give  us 
more  rain  next  summer  and  a  better  honey-flow.  See  you  at  the  Farm 
Show! 
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BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  W.  Beaver 

A  happy  and  a  prosperous  New  Year  to  you  all. 

Sometimes  we  take  a  look  back  in  order  to  predict  the  future.  There 
have  been  times  in  early  spring  when  we  would  think  now  this  year  we 
cannot  possibly  get  any  white  honey  on  account  of  the  small  amount 
of  clover  visible,  and  behold  when  the  time  rolled  around  and  the  blos- 
soms came,  the  weather  would  be  just  right  and  there  would  be  at  lease 
an  average  crop.  Well:  last  spring  the  prospects  for  a  bumper  crop 
of  clover  honey  were  never  better,  hives  full  of  bees,  clover  in  fine  shape, 
and  then  the  dry  weather  and  hopes  went  glimmering.    Raspberry  gave 


some  honey.  Clover  gave  some.  Basswood  gave  some,  and  minor  plants 
gave  some  more.  In'  all  about  25  pounds  per  colony  surplus,  and  not  so 
white  but  of  excellent  flavor.  Then  buckwheat  and  goldenrod  dried  up 
and  we  came  out  with  about  half  of  an  average  crop.  However  we  had 
an  excellent  crop  of  apples  on  our  four  acre  orchard,  which  we  mulched 
heavily  with  buckwheat  straw.  The  heavy  mulch  held  the  moisture  so 
that  the  apples  developed  almost  as  well  as  in  a  normal  season.  Now 
about  the  coming  season:  The  clover  is  absent  in  the  new  seedings, 
but  white  clover  seems  to  be  fairly  good  in  the  pastures.  We  hope  for  a 
small  amount  of  basswood  bloom,  although  about  three -fourths  of  the 
trees  bloomed  this  year,  they  did  not  yield  much  nectar  nor  set  much 
seed,  so  that  we  hope  for  at  least  a  partial  bloom  next  summer,  and  per- 
haps if  the  farmers  are  not  too  much  discouraged  they  will  plant  some 
buckwheat  again  this  year.  Many  of  them  did  not  harvest  any  this  year 
on  account  of  the  severe  dry  weather  burning  it  up.  And — well,  us  bee- 
keepers are  a  hopeful  lot  and  we  will  all  hope  for  that  big  crop  that 
will  roll  in  next  summer. 

We  hope  to  meet  you  at  the  Farm  Show.  We  fully  expected  to  be 
in  the  southland  but  circumstances  combined  to  keep  us  here  for  the 
time  being  and  perhaps  all  winter. 

Honey  has  been  selling  well  in  a  retail  way,  also  by  mail,  which 
proves  that  if  people  know  where  to  get  a  steady  supply  of  good  honey 
they  will  use  a  considerable  amount.  We  have  customers  who  have 
ordered  from  us  regularly  for  twenty-five  years  or  more.  Every  year  we 
get  quite  a  few  new  ones  by  old  customers  recommending  our  honey  to 
their  friends.  Our  self-serving  stand  is  still  doing  business,  and  although 
once  in  a  while  we  are  short  a  few  cents  it  is  usually  made  right  when 
the  party  comes  by  again. 
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BEE  HIVES  and  SUPERS  I 

OF  MY  OWN  MANUFACTURE  4* 

Other  Goods  Are  Roots  at  Root  Catalogue  Prices  Y 

D.    F.   ZOOK  I 

GORDONVILLE,  R.  1,  LANCASTER  CO.,  PA.  -^ 

PRICE  LIST  OF  BEE  HIVES   AND   SUPERS  I|* 

5 — ^K.  D.  Hives  with  my  special  double  sheeted  metal  telescope  X 

cover,  wth  inner  cover  $13.50  ♦!♦ 

Hive  as  above,  N.  P.  with  full  sheets  3  ply  foundation  4.85  X 

X     5 — K.  D.  metal  cover  hives.    No  inner  cover  11.25  *♦* 

X     5 — K.  D.  emptj  hive  bodies,  standard  size  3.50  ♦!♦ 

•|»      5 — K.  D.  empty  supers  or  food  chamber  5  11/16  in.  deep 2.25  X 

X     5 — K.  D.  Cypress  bottom  boards ! 2.70  *:* 

Y     5— Inner  covers,  5/16  thick,  rabbeted  in  rim  1.30  •♦♦ 

X     5— Comb  honey  supers  for  4  x  5  x  1  3/8  plain  sections,  no  section  Y 

«J»             or  foundation  5,50  X 

X     5 — Comb  honey  supers  for  4l^  beeway  sections,  no  sections  or          '  ♦♦• 

A            foundation 4  25  X 

X     Standard  or  Brood  Frames,  per  100  K.  D 3.8O  {* 

«►     Extracting  or  Shallow  Pi-ames,  per  100  K.  D 3.00  X 

The  Standard  frames  are  Hoffman  or  self-spacing.     The  Shallow  X 

♦j*     frame  top  bar  is  V2  inch  thick  and  corner  cut  for  foundation  the  same  •!♦ 

X     as  large  frames.    I  have  also  metal  spaced  brood  frames  at  $4.50  per  100.  X 

i                                  WRITE  FOR  PRIC[ES  ON  LARGE  LOTS  *^ 
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